BYU Studies Quarterly
Volume 28

Issue 1

Article 2

1-1-1988

The Last Months of Mormonism in Missouri: The Albert Perry
Rockwood Journal
Dean C. Jessee
David J. Whittaker

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq

Recommended Citation
Jessee, Dean C. and Whittaker, David J. (1988) "The Last Months of Mormonism in Missouri: The Albert
Perry Rockwood Journal," BYU Studies Quarterly: Vol. 28 : Iss. 1 , Article 2.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol28/iss1/2

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in BYU Studies Quarterly by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more
information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Jessee and Whittaker: The Last Months of Mormonism in Missouri: The Albert Perry Rockwo

the last months of mormonism
in missouri

the albert perry rockwood journal
edited by dean C jessee and david J whittaker

few events in the history of the church of jesus christ of latter

day saints have had the impact of the last months in missouri names
such as lilbum
liebum boggs and alexander doniphan and events such as the
hauns mill massacre and the extermination order still evoke strong
feelings in the group memory of the latter day saints the events of a
cormons their treatment by the
few weeks in 1838 seen
seerrrto
tto symbolize for mormons
larger society throughout the nineteenth century the defensiveness of
their histories from 1839 on can in large measure be attributed to their
experiences there the missouri experience casts a long shadow down
through the years of mormon history
monnon records of the last weeks in
one of the best contemporary mormon
missouri is that of albert perry rockwood he was bom
born 9 june 1805 to
luther and ruth perry rockwood in holliston middlesex county
massachusetts his father remarried shortly after alberts mother died
in august 1805 thus he grew up mostly with stepbrothers
step brothers and stepsisters
step sisters
until he married nancy haven also from holliston in 1827
brigham young and willard richards had earlier come as missionaries of the LDS church to holliston and albert after investigating their
message journeyed to kirtland ohio where on 25 july 1837 he was
baptized by brigham young the rockwoods
Rock woods moved to ohio but albert
was back in massachusetts between may and july 1838 when wilford
enjail
woodruff records visiting him in
jail
jall
jali where he had been incarcerated on
injail
false charges relating to a debt 2 he traveled to missouri in july and
shortly thereafter wrote the letters that follow 3 rockwood made his way
up the grand river from dewitt to far west in caldwell county where
he remained until 10 january 1839 when he moved his family east to
dean C jessee is an associate professor of church history and a research associate in the joseph fielding smith
institute for church history at brigham young university david J whittaker is an associate librarian at
brigham young university and associate editor ofbyu studies the documents reproduced here are with the
assion of the historical department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city utah
pe
ission
permission
and yale university library new haven connecticut
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cormons from the state
quincy illinois as part of the larger exodus of mormons
of missouri
with other faithful members of the church rockwood gathered
his family to nauvoo where they assisted in the building of a new
city when the nauvoo legion was first organized in 1841 he was
elected captain of one of the companies in addition to being drill officer
in 1843 he was assigned to be commander of joseph smiths life guard
in which capacity he assisted in the rescue of the prophet when he was
kidnapped in dixon illinois in june 4 rockwood would later achieve
the rank of general in the legion
in december 1845 he was set apart as one of the first presidents
of the first quorum of seventies thus making him one of the general
authorities of the church As a cousin of brigham young as well
as a father in law president young married his daughter ellen A
rockwood in january 1846 rockwood remained close to him all of his
life he traveled west with president young in 1847 even sharing the
same illness that struck in july 1847 just before they entered the salt lake
valley 5 rockwood returned to winter quarters with brigham young
and in july 1849 brought his three wives nancy haven angeline
hodgkins and elvira teeples to the salt lake valley he later married
two additional wives juliana sophia olson and susana cornwall he
fathered twenty two children

in september 1851 rockwood was elected to the first session of the
legislative assembly of the territory of utah he remained a member
until his death in 1879 he held other civic responsibilities also in 1862
he was elected to the office of warden of the penitentiary he was a
director and organizer of the deseret agricultural and manufacturing
society he served as watermaster of the salt lake city thirteenth ward
in 1870 he was appointed as a road commissioner in salt lake county
and following his role in 1871 as co owner of a fish company he was
appointed by brigham young as the first fish commissioner for utah
territory 6
MORMONS IN MISSOURI A SUMMARY

A short history of the mormon experience in missouri should prove
helpful to the reader of rockwoods
Rockwoods letters even though they were
written at the very end of that experience basically the history of
mormons in missouri can be divided into three periods each of which
cormons
can be focused allowing for some overlapping in specific counties
jackson county from 1831 to 1833 clay and ray counties from 1833 to
1836 and caldwell daviess and carroll counties from 1837 to 1839
the millennial fervor that is so apparent in the rockwood letters
found an early focus in jackson county where joseph smith during a
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personal visit in 1831
1831 declared independence to be the center place of
zion the area where the pure in heart were to be gathered in the last days
prior to the second coming of christ by 1833 about twelve hundred
latter day saints had gathered there but local vigilante activity moved
by fears of the economic and political consequences of the growing
mormon presence combined to force the LDS population from the
county by november of that year 7
finding refuge primarily in clay county just north across the
cormons sought redress through legal channels in
missouri river mormons
addition to the anticipated paramilitary support of zions camp neither
proved effective 8 thus by 1836 it was clear that no redress for their
jackson county losses would be forthcoming fearing another possible
civil disturbance the missouri legislature moved in 1836 to organize
caldwell county as a place for mormon settlement it was understood
mormons would concentrate themselves in caldwell in the
that cormons
summer of 1836 john whitmer and william W phelps chose the site
for far west and it quickly became the most important mormon
cormons
settlement in the area within two years about five thousand mormons
were living in the area of far west which itself had all the basic
businesses and services for even further growth 9
mormons were settling in daviess county just
by early 1838 cormons
north of caldwell in may joseph smith officially approved adam ondi
ahman also known as di ahman as a place of mormon settlement 10
by the summer of 1838 about fifteen hundred members of the church
were settling there down the grand river from di ahman at the
strategic place where the grand enters the missouri river george M
oil county as a
carroll
hinkle and john murdock established dewitt in can
mormon outpost in july 1838
from 1831 to 1838 joseph smith had retained the headquarters of
the church in kirtland ohio but with the growing problems there
following the failure of the economy joseph requested the faithful to
gather with him to missouri he arrived in far west on 14 march 1838
to a warm greeting from his followers who now looked forward to peace
and prosperity but the problems associated with dissenters that had
plagued the prophet in ohio followed him to missouri even before his
john whitmer had been
arrival william W phelps davidwhitmer
david whitmer and johnvhitmer
disciplined by church courts in april oliver cowdery was excommunicated from the church as dissent continued to trouble the settlements in
missouri on 17 june 1838 sidney rigdon preached his salt sermon
see matt 513 a discourse that was widely interpreted as a clear
warning to other dissenters to get out many did 12
cormons were fanning out in their search for places to
by july mormons
Rig dons
settle that they were feeling more secure is revealed in sidney rigdons
cormons would no longer
fourth of july oration in it he declared that mormons
1
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be silent when mobs came against them he went so far in his rhetoric as
to warn
wam of a war of extermination against any mob that came against
ments of the older missouri settlers
resentments
resent
the saints 13 it is clear that the presentments
Rid gons sermon only added fuel to the simmering
still festered and that ridgons
widgons
fire the first serious clash came at gallatin daviess county on
mormons tried to prevent cormons
mormons from
6 august 1838 when non cormons
voting in a local election 14 the impact was far reaching for both sides
on 7 august the mormon militia from far west rode north to protect
fellow church members reports of this mormon invasion quickly
moved through the adjacent counties providing further justification for
Missourians
anti mormon feelings and actions by 20 august armed missourians
mormons in dewitt and various citizen groups were
were threatening cormons
discussing possible solutions to the mormon problem by 11 october
cormons were forced out of dewitt
the mormons
during october things went from bad to worse opinion on both
sides was intransigent to the point that no real communication was
possible various clashes between the two groups increased militia
activity on both sides and finally the shedding of blood led to a state of
civil war by 18 october on 24 october captain samuel bogart
mobilized his ray county militia arguing that it was necessary to
mormons
prevent further destruction by cormons
Bo garts group
Mormons the same day bogarts
bogaerts
mormon
monnon
non spies reacting
captured two individuals they considered to be mon
mormons
to this situation captain david W patten led a group of armed cormons
to rescue the captives the resulting clash is remembered as the battle of
mormons including patten and one
crooked river wherein three cormons
missourian were killed 15 rumors and false reports of the skirmish
spread across the state and this time the state militia was called out to
on 27 october missouri governorlilburnw
govemorlilbum W boggs
cormons
Mormons on27
stop the mormons
mormons must be exterminated or
issued his executive order that cormons
driven from the state
three days later on 30 october missouri militia descended on
hauns mill a mormon outpost east of far west where they
killed eighteen people and wounded another fifteen in the most brutal
act of the conflict 16 on the same day missouri troops under the leadership of general samuel D lucas arrived near far west mormon
representatives met with him on 31 october and only the surrendering
of key mormon leaders prevented a potential bloodbath the next
day 1 november joseph smith asked his followers at far west and
adam ondi ahman to surrender they did on the same day lucas
court martialed seven mormon leaders and sentenced them to death
only the intercession of general alexander doniphan prevented the
sentence from being carried out 17
the days that followed saw the arrival of general john B clark
oark
dark
on 4 november who announced on 5 november in the public square
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far west his intention of carrying out the surrender agreement

monnon leaders were taken first to
of general lucas meanwhile mormon
jackson county and then to richmond in ray county where judge
austin A king presided over a court of inquiry from 12 to 29 november
the court concluded that there was enough evidence to hold some of the
mormon prisoners until a trial could begin the next spring some of those
detained were imprisoned at richmond A few including joseph smith
were transferred to liberty in clay county where they remained in jail
mormons moved out of the state between
for the next five months 1I 8I1 most cormons
december 1838 and april 1839 when joseph smith and his associates
escaped their guards while being transferred to another jail they then
joined other members of the church who had already fled east to illinois
1

THE

significance OF THE ROCKWOOD

LETTERS
THE DANITES IN MORMON HISTORY

monnon history discovers that there are very
the serious student of mormon
few primary sources available or extant that deal with the last months
of 1838 in missouri because the vast majority of texts relating to these
critical months were written after december 1838 the importance of the
rockwood letters becomes apparent they are significant contemporary
records of the inner history of the LDS community at far west during this
period and for that reason alone are worthy of publication
their detail for the events during the final months of
but besides theirdetail
1838 revealing as it were a closeness that puts the reader in the eye of
the storm these letters also offer a new solution to the old debate over the
existence and function of danites
canites in mormon society the existence of
mormons called Da
nites during 1838 in missouri
groups of armed cormons
danites
canites
cormons and seemingly provided almost
has both plagued faithful mormons
harboth
hasboth
unlimited historical license to their critics ever since the presence of the
word danites
canites in early sources dealing with the so called mormon war
in missouri and the fact that some in the LDS community apparently
Da nites crossed out or attempted to delete
reacting to the clamor about danites
canites
nites including the rockwood material in the church
references to Da
danites
canites
archives have unfortunately further suggested the worst interpretation to
critics of the church as well as to well meaning defenders of the faith
historiographically the further removed from 1838 the source is
and the more critical the author was of the church the greater the detail
Da nites thus accounts
the account contains of illegal activity by the danites
canites
written by apostates or other enemies of the church appearing by 1840
tend to suggest that the danites
canites were a secretive militaristic extralegal
cormons after 1840
organization and generally accounts by faithful mormons
tend to be very defensive the main difficulty with most of the critical
evidence is that it comes from individuals who were clearly prejudiced
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against joseph smith in fact the most negative accounts can be traced
to two main sources the highly questionable testimony of sampson
avard at the november 1838 court of inquiry or individuals who had or
did come to question the whole concept of the kingdom of god in early
mormon thought
eurs recent book
the conceptual framework of stephen LeSu
lesueurs
the 1838 mormon war in missouri is based on the assumption
that joseph smith knew about and even led rauding
ma
marauding
danite bands on
their offensive raids on non mormon missouri farms and villages in
1838 lesueur consistently maintains an interpretation of the danites
canites
mormon
monnon
that places the major blame on mon
non leaders for their problems in
northern missouri thus he concludes that the court of inquiry in
november 1838
1838 correctly bound joseph smith over for trial based on the
evidence presented against him particularly by avard on this matter
lesueur follows directly an old interpretation 19
the only other major interpretation was advanced by leland
gentry first in his 1965 dissertation and later in an article in
BYU studies
danites were real but that
studies00 basically gentry argues that the canites
they went through three stages of development 1 in june at far west
and in july at adam ondi ahman groups were organized to specifically
aid in the expulsion of dissenters from the mormon communities
2 from june to mid october 1838 danites
canites provided protection for
mormons
mormans against mob violence primarily a defensive movement and
monnons
3 during october 1838 during the mormon war the canites
danites began
mormons a stage and activity justified and led by
to steal from non cormons
sampson avard the value of gentrys
wentrys
Gentrys thesis has been that it admits that
canites existed and even that joseph smith could have known about the
danites
first two stages but it dis associates the prophet from the most militant
and illegal manifestations the irony argues gentry is that avard in
providing the testimony against joseph smith in november 1838 as a
witness for the state successfully shifted all blame for his own activity
gentrys
onto the prophet while wentrys
Gentrys work is cited by lesueur at no time
wentrys
Gent rys arguments while gentry apparently did not
does he address gentrys
know of the rockwood texts lesueur cites them but misunderstands
what rockwood is saying 21
mormons and non
Rockwoods own narrative suggests that both cormons
rockwoods
mormons have fundamentally failed to grasp what the canites
cormons
danites were
and this misunderstanding is perpetuated in the continued use of the
term only for meanings critics of the church early attached to it while
space limitations prevent a detailed analysis here several points are
revealing 22
Rockwoods record for 22 october 1838 suggests several imporrockwoods
tant points for our understanding of the Danites
danites
canites first the origin of the
armies of israel predates 1838 in fact it goes back to zions camp in
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dac

1834 see
10530 32 here militia operations in or by the church
were tied to divine injunctions to redeem zion a central part in joseph

smiths mission of establishing the latter day kingdom of god in
missouri see dac 10772 73 and it has been clearly established that

zions camp

was a defensive operation depending solely on the
23
governor
the
missouri
of
of
promises
Rock woods account of the organization of danites
canites
second rockwoods
involves the whole mormon community and he describes its structure
in the biblical terms of companies of tens fifties and hundreds see
ex 1813 26 he clearly says the various groupings provided all kinds
canites
of community service not just bearing arms some groups of danites
were to build houses others were to gather food or care for the sick while
still others were to help gather the scattered saints into the thecommunity
community
there can be no doubt that rockwood is describing the total activities of
a covenant community that viewed itself in the same terms as ancient
israel working in groups these danites
canites served the interests of the whole
the consecration of labor and property involved the whole community
it was hardly a secret organization working under the cover of darkness
in fact rockwood is more explicit about danite activity in the letters he
sends than in the accounts he copies into his own journal this would
hardly be a proper course to take if the whole thing were to be kept
in absolute secrecy rockwood thus presents a view fundamentally
Av ards a view that allows for an interpretation of these
different from avards
awards
developments in a much broader perspective both historically and
doctrinally
finally rockwood reveals that the name dan came not from the
warrior tribe of dan gen 4916 17 deut
beut 3322 1 chr 1235 or from
the militant references to the daughters of zion isa 316 as critical
sources alleged or misunderstood but rather and more consistently
from the book of daniel because the prophet daniel has said the saints
shall take the kingdom and possess it for ever dan 244 to the
student of mormon history this brings the whole notion into clear focus
cormons consistently used the book of daniel in their own self
early mormons
understanding of the mission of the church see especially
652
the stone cut out without hands was to fill the whole earth it was in
their minds the kingdom of god and it was a direct outgrowth of their
millennial expectations it was not to be established by bloodshed or
lawbreaking see dac 5819 22 984 7 1055 the righteous were to
be gathered out of the world and as rockwood notes it was the growing
mormons that really bothered their missouri neighbors
concentration of cormons
general clarks
marks counsel to those who remained at far west was to not
darks
gather again
Rock woods letters mormon millennial expectations
throughout rockwoods
are obvious but nowhere is there the cutthroat secrecy that avard later

dac
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cormons there was the
persuaded judge austin king and other non mormons
illegal activities avard testified to are also missing in the other known
Da
nites john smiths diary speaks
contemporary mormon references to canites
danites
of the danite activity in adam ondi ahman in very matter of fact terms
and the reference in the scriptory book of joseph smith kept by
george robinson also con
confirms
finns the essentials suggested by rockwood
some time past the bretheren or saints have come up day after day to
consecrate and to bring their offerings into the store house of the lord to
prove him now herewith and see if he will not pour us out a blessings that
there will not be room enough to contain it they have come up hither thus
far according to the order rev of the canites
Danites
danites we have a company of
danites in these times to put right physically that which is not right and to
canites
cleanse the church of verry great evils which hath hitherto existed among
us inasmuch as they cannot be put to right by teachings & persua
syons this
persuasyons
persuasions
exibited on the fourth day ofjuly illegible word
company or a part of them exhibited
they come up to consecrate by companies of tens commanded by their
captain over ten 24

all of this is not to suggest that the mormon militia obeyed all the
laws or that a segment of them were not misled by avard but as richard
L anderson has recently shown even the burning of gallatin and the raid
millpost
Mill port were defensive in nature and came only after years of patient
on millport
suffering 25 therefore to argue that these were simply the more public
side of the very dark danite activities is not historically accurate it might
be suggested that either sidney Rig
rigdons
dons speeches or private counsel
could have encouraged avards
awards activities but it is unfair to continue to
use the term danite to cover only an aberration
Rock woods record would lead us to conclude that the original
rockwoods
intention of the danites
canites was to more fully organize modem israel into an
integrated community with each person contributing to the benefit of the
whole it is unfortunate that the term has only been used to identify the
activities of the more radical fringe probably those led in that direction
by avard
awards testimony seems to have laid the foundation for all
avards
subsequent interpretations even general mark
clark
dark admitted avard was the
cormons
Mor mons 26 surely the accounts of such
key to his investigation of the mormons
iii john whitmer william
ill
individuals as reed peck john con
corrill
conill
swartzell john hunt ebenezer robinson and even john D lee were
framed less by what was happening in the mormon community than by
the interpretative framework avard managed to provide for anyone who
needed a rationale for rejecting either the leadership of joseph smith
or the centralizing tendencies of a covenant community intent on
establishing zion 27
students of mormon history must also consider the various
contemporary histories by individuals who remained faithful to the
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church their lack of references to danites
canites not only suggest that perhaps
they equated the community with the title but that it had become a
negative label hence they denied knowing the term
terin in the context of
awards use of it in the 1880s john taylor recalled 1 I have heard a good
avards
deal about danites
Danites
canites but 1I have never heard of them among the latter day
saints if there was such an organization 1I never was made acquainted
with it 112128 other sources usually autobiographical recollections such as
those of
ofmosiah
moslah hancock william huntington or luman shurtliff are
mosiah
best understood in the context of rockwoods
Rock woods use of the term danite
if what we argue here has merit and we think the rockwood letters
suggest this then the danites
canites in early mormon history must be reevaluated when parley P pratt wrote to his family just at the end of the court
of inquiry he could in honesty tell them that they accuse us of things
that never entered into our hearts and joseph smith writing from
liberty jail in december 1838 added
we have learned also

since we have been in prison that many false and
pernicious things which were calculated to lead the saints far astray and to
do great injury have been taught by dr avard as coming from the
which the presidency never knew of being taught in the
presidency
church by any body untill after they were made prisoners
the presidency
were ignorant as well as innocent of these things 29

we might even consider the impact the missouri organization had not
only on the host of dime novels of nineteenth century america 30 but on
the organization brigham young gave to the camp of israel at winter
quarters in 1847 dac
d&c 1362 11 and his continued stress on consecration and community building in the great basin
SOURCE

description

one explanation for the lack of contemporary historical sources
dealing with mormonism in missouri in the period 1838 39 is that in
times of crisis the struggle for survival interrupts the record keeping
process rockwood was one of those who did write during those difficult
months the rockwood journal published here covering the period
between 6 october 1838 and 30 january 1839 is a series of journal
entries sent in installments as letters to family members and friends in the
area of holliston massachusetts where rockwood had lived before he
left for missouri
the text below is taken from three manuscripts two housed in the
LDS church archives in salt lake city and the third at the yale
university library at new haven connecticut the yale manuscript
written in rockwoods
Rockwoods own hand appears to be a copy recorded by
him in a handmade notebook retained for his personal record the
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manuscripts at the LDS church archives are a parallel version of
Rock
woods journal letters copied by phineas richards in holliston
rockwoods
massachusetts from material he had evidently received from rockwood
and desired to pass on to his wife at west stockbridge massachusetts
while the yale and LDS manuscripts essentially cover the same time
period each contains textual differences not found in the other in some
instances the text rockwood sent to richards is more explicit than the
one he copied in his own notebook but in two instances long additions
are made in the notebook that do not appear in the richards manuscripts
that the journal material sent by rockwood was received and read
in massachusetts is seen in correspondence from that locality involving
the richards family this correspondence also reveals the context in
which the richards copy was made and substantiates his having
copied it in a letter postmarked st louis missouri on 1 january 1839
franklin D richards the seventeen year old son of phineas richards
reviewed his own experience in western missouri for his parents in
west stockbridge among other things franklin told his parents details
of the massacre at hauns
haun s mill where his brother george had been killed
but for further information about events at far west he referred them to
the church in holliston where he said albert rockwood says he kept
a daily journal of the whole transaction and sent it to them 113131
other references to the rockwood journals are found in letters of
phineas richards at holliston to his wife wealthy in west stockbridge
after writing about the hauns mill massacre and quoting rockwood in
a letteron
letter
ietter
letterof
of 7 january 1839 phineas adds 1 I can not now write many of the
letterof
iette
particulars respecting the war brother rockwood has kept a journal of
all this transaction and as soon as possible 1I shall transcribe the same and
send or fetch it to richmond for your benefit 32 writing to his wife
again on 21 january phineas introduces an extensive summary of news
about the troubles at the west by giving his source
brother rockwood keeps a journal of the proceedings there and when he
gets a sheet filled he sends it out of the reach of their enemies to mail them
and so they come regular through their hardest conflict letters did not
pass and repass in mail evil minded men detained them now he says they
31
are more regular in going and comeing 33

the differences between the rockwood manuscript at yale and the

phineas richards manuscripts at the LDS church archives indicate
that rockwood tailored different versions of his journal to different
audiences his method is seen from instructions he gave his father
1 I have kept a journal of what has been in this vicinity & sent it to sister
bose vose of boston up to this date and requested her to let you have
the reading of it which you have probably had before this I1 shall now
continue to you the journal & request you to let her have the reading of
it
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THE

manuscripts

manuscript 1 located in the LDS church archives contains
entries from 6 october to 19 november 1838 it is written by phineas
richards on unlined white paper folded and sewed to make a twenty
16.5
four page booklet 165
165 cm x 20 cm the first seven pages and four
lines are written in a dark bluish green ink the remainder is in dark
brown ink
manuscript 2 also housed in the LDS church archives contains
entries from 19 november to 2 december 1838 followed by a copy of
a letter and poem written by parley P pratt from richmond missouri
dated 9 december 1838 it is written by phineas richards on white
16.5
lined paper folded and sewed to make a sixteen page booklet 165
165 cm
x 20 cm the writing is in brown ink but the pratt letter and poem are in
a lighter shade the last 5 34 pages of the booklet are blank someone
other than the writer has numbered the pages continuing the second
manuscript in sequence after the first
manuscript 3 is located in the albert P rockwood papers
coe collection of western americana beinecke rare book and
manuscript library yale university new haven connecticut this
manuscript in the handwriting of albert P rockwood is written on off
white unlined paper in
in dark brown ink folded and sewed to make thirty
24.5 cm x 195
19.5
six pages measuring 245
245
195 cm the pages have mostly become
unsewn this manuscript covers the entire period of the other two but
with substantial differences in the text including word changes additions and omissions where manuscript 2 ends with the parley P pratt
letter and poem following the entry of 2 december 1838 manuscript 3
continues with material dated in january 1839 the yale manuscript is
written on twenty one unnumbered pages the remainder of the notebook
31
is blank 34
EDITORIAL METHOD

the featured text in this publication

is manuscripts

and 2 with
substantive departures from manuscript 3 given in the notes however
two segments of manuscript 3 become the featured text where that
manuscript contains extensive new material these lengthy insertions
are enclosed in braces 1 1 the narrative is transcribed as written and
punctuated in the manuscripts so far as possible within the limits of
modem printing an exception dates of the entries are made uniform
and have been set apart from the rest of the text redundant repetitions
of a few words are not preserved additions to the text for clarification
are enclosed in brackets
insertions in the text appear in angle brackets
at the point of insertion
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what follows is an important primary source for mormon history
in missouri it is one of the few contemporary accounts of the last months
of the church in that state in 1838 39 in general it reveals the thoughts
and commitments of a recent convert as well as the observations of a
recently arrived emigrant in northern missouri it is clear that along with
recording what he personally witnessed rockwood reported rumor and
gossip that filtered into far west during the fast paced weeks of october
and november 1838 his love for his people his loyalty to his religion
and his indignation over the contemporary events that caused his people
to suffer remain alive in his letters

albert P rockwood

manuscript

1

october 1838 saturday
vose35
vose35
sister yose
agreeable to my engagement to you 1I now proceed to give you a short
journal of what is passing in this vicinity 36 when I1 was at st louis sept 6 on
6

my way to this place 1I learned by the public papers that a mob was gathering to
cormons out of davies county and seeing the excitement that
drive the mormons
monnon as I1 had on
prevailed it seemed not wisdom to be publicly known as a mormon
land ed
all my journey 1I passed up the river without being publicly known and landed
at de witt which is 60 miles from far west while there a man came along
cormons out of
notifying the missourians
ians to go to davis county to drive the mormons
Missour
&c
preparations ac
adam ondi aman 1 1I saw some of them making preperations
about this time the sherriff of caldwell county took 40 stands of armes
that were on the road to arm the mob the missourians
ians gathered from all the
Missour
upper counties to join the mob to the number of several hundreds they continued
ancamp in various places for several miles round adam ondi aman for about
to incamp
2 weeks taking some prisoners robing and insulting in various ways many of the
brethren and driving many from their homes that were scattered about the
county but those at the city of adam on diaman were not molested only
watcha
ns and on the watchj
watch the brethren
arms
anns
threatened they were constantly under an
assate
to their relief farwestwas
state of constant
went from this plase by hundreds totheirrelief
far west was in a astate
alarm
alann for several days the common was almost constantly covered with armed
men who were determined to maintain their rights even at the expence
extence of life

PI

ap
1p 11

lsreal17
terible by the
Isreal37 are already acknowledged to be kerible
the armies of isreal37
missourians38 three or four hundred of the missourians
ians malitia were called out
Missour

to disperse the mob which was done by the help of the brethren without coming
to an engagement the mob have now retired from davis county with shame and
county they
disgrace great verry great fear rests on the missourians
ians in davis countyj
Missour
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are now selling their property verry low to the brethren in many cases they sell
their real estate with their houses and crops on the ground for less than the crop
is wortha
worth davis county is now considered in the possession of the brethren the
worthj
Missour ians has fallen 34
real estate of the brethren has risen while that of the missourians
in three months thus the lord is preparing the way for his children
one of the causes of the above was they
lans refusing some of the
Missourians
them missourians
suffriage
comen ced
comenced
suffri age at an election 399the
ians commenced
brethren the right of suffridge
the missourians
athe
Missour
beating the brethren when they manfully defended themselves and sent an
express to far west and in 12 hours the armies of isreal were at the place of
contention demanding peace which was restored for a few days only when the
mob began to gather
white0 were at the head of the
brother joseph smith jr & lyman white40
whitea
armey of isreal that went up to the relief of the brethren in davies county this
anney
2 by the laws of the land and
armey that went up were without authority p 21
are therefore considered as breakers of the peace brother joseph & B white
have been bound over for the sum of 500 each for their appearance at the
higher court but it is thought nothing more will be done with them but that
remains yet to be proved 41
diahman during the campain there
far west is 25 miles from adam on dichman
was a station every few miles ofmen and horses between the two cities to convey
the news this city was guarded at evry entrance it was no uncommon thing
to hear the trump of the lord sound to call the armies of isreal to annes you
42 to have
laughed42
would have laughed
seen the fear that rested on the missourians
ians on
Missour
one occasion the malitia that were raised by order of the authority of the state
in clay county had occasion to pass through far west on their journey to
suppress the mob at adam ondi ahman they sent their wise men to ask if
they could be permitted to ride through our streets the answer to them was that
any peaceable citizen could freely pass on the strength of this answer they
93 most
mustered up courage enough to pass through their number was 93.
of them looked rather sower 1I supose
stupose it was because the law of the state obliges
mormons
ftft4 to suppress a mob against the cormons
Mormons during the
them to turn out ftfl4
campaign an express came from the commander of the malitia that he feared that
most of his men would desert him and join the mob but the mob was dispersed
with out an p 3 engagement so they had not the chance to desert that many
wished for
during the campaign at adam ondi ahman the missourians
ians sent petitions
Missour
43
govemour43
mormons were the worst
& depositions to the governour
representing that the cormons
ac
of people that among other things they were murdering robing &c
cormons were all in the
govemour
mour believed that the mormons
and the honourable gove
righta
dight
leam to the contrary
right nor did he satisfactorily learn
fault and the missourians
ians rightj
Missour
untill he had actually raised 3000 troops and marched with them to within 60
mormons
cormons
nons were
miles of F west when to his astonishment he learned that the mon
agres sors but the defenders on the laws of missouri but the very people
not the aggressors
agressors
depositions
that had been sending there depositians
deposit ians & petitions were the murderers and
people that they had been representing
robbers & the all manner of evil people peeple
mormons to be he then left us to continue about our own guisness
ness and
buisness
the cormons
buis
returned home instead of searching out and bringing to justice the vi linous
govennour
Goven nour arrived a few days after they was dispersed 1I
mobacrats the governour
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suppose that the time and other ex pences of this campaign has cost the city of
3000. the brethren in davies county have suffered much
3000
far west more than 3000
more loss than in caldwell county
among other things the brethren have been represented to be enemies to
14
country14
our country44
and the laws of missouri but p 4 the test of this is come
Country44
Govemour issued his
bringing shame on our accusers for about this time the governour
proclamation
proclimation
Proc limation for a large amount of malitia to be raised and held in readiness to
march against the indians at a moments warning caldwell county was called
upon to furnish 63 men the malitia were all warned to meet at far west to beet
accordingly
for volunteers and a deficiency was to be filled by draft they acordingly
assembled and one beet was made when a bout twice the required sum was
immediately raised by volunteers proving to the state that we are ready to
suppress foreign invasion as well as internal mobs it was with difficulty some
proclamation
of the mob counties could raise men to answer the proclimation
Proc limation
permanent arrangements are now making for constant im ployment for
are about being
both male & female by the operation of church firms which arg
extensively establishedj
established the members lease all their real estate save their
city lots to the firm to which they belong for a term of years from 10 to 99
without any consideration or interest 45 personal estate is put in on nearly the
conditions
same conditionj
condition evry member that
thatjoins
joins is to put in all he has over & above
his needs and wants for his present stewerdship
stewardship in all cases each person is
morally bound to pay his honest debts before leaving the calculation is for the
brethren to dwell in the city & cultivate the p 5 land in the vicinity in fields
many miles in extent or from city to city the brethren own most of caldwell
county most of it is or probably will be leased to the firms
city lots are owned by the bishop of the church46
church46 untill sold for private
stewardship all kinds of necessary articles will soon be manufactured by these
necesity
nece sity of purchasing of our enemies the firms
firms that we be under no necessity
100
loo per day for a mans
imploy for all who join them and pay 1.00
furnish constant implom
100
work
any surpluss that may remain after paying the demands of the firm is to be
divided according to the needs and wants not according to the property
invested to each family annually or oftener if needed the firms have put in
verry large lots of wheet this fall but the season for sowing is nearly over and the
city many houses will be built this
brethren will soon go to building up the cityj
fall the operations of these firms enables a man to get a comfortable house in
days47when
a verry few days47
when he gets about it I1 st by his working for the firm 70 or 80
&c to
days then the firm turn out stone cutters teams carpenters maysons
mansons ac
complete the house and nearly evry thing save the land is paid for by the-a
mans own labor day for day
arrangements will soon be made that a person can get p 6 every
necessary to eat drink live in or & to wear at the store house of the firms and
arangements are
the best part of it all is that they want no better pay than labor arrangements
making that no person shall have the excuse for not laboring nothing to do nor
shall the idler eat the bread of industry it is a time of union & peace in the church
but rob mob & plunder are in the vicinity
crops are verry good it is said there is corn enough in ca
adwell
idwell co to
caldwell
last the inhabitance and the emigration 2 years but preperations
preparations are making for
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10 fold larger crops next year
warter
goov1
walier
walter
waiter is verry good48

21

this is truly a delightsome county

the air &

will now give you a plan of the city the publick square in the center
contains 10 acres the 4 main streets are each 8 rods wide the others are 6 rods
wide the squares contain 4 acres each and are calculated for 4 buildings 49
4th north st also east south and west
streets are marked ist 2d
ad 3d
ad ath
the city is situated on a high roling praary the timber is on shoal & goos
crick which are from 2 to 4 miles and nearly surrounds the city
it is continued out on the same
city itis
this plan is the first square mile of the cityj
square
squar the
plan the house of the lord is to stand in the center of the public squared
4th of july last most of the lots in the first
comer stone was laid p 7 on the ath
ad handed but it is thought not
square mile are sold city lots can be bought 2d
advisable to purchase only of the bishop plenty of lots are yet for sale in the
2d
nighest lots 12 mile to the square those that wish to
ad mile which brings the highest
purchase lots in farwest
farbest
far west would do well to purchase soon for if the war50which
is now blackening
fast lotts
blackning on all sides should abate the lots would sell verry fas00
cost 30 to 60 dollars work on the lords house pays for lots this is the pay
51
can not pay the money
the bishop desires of those that cannot
moneyl
moneal
1I

1

ej

october 1838 sunday
assemble
soon after the mob was dispersed in davis county they began to asemble
at de witt in carrilton co an express came from that place here a week last
52
12
council
thursday12
thursday52
Counci friday mom capt brun
night requesting assistance & councile
councilj
Thursday
son53 started with 42 men all mounted and well armed he was hailed by the mob
arided in safety at
that were encamped near de witt but they passed on and arived
witta
witt on friday afternoon another company started under brother joseph
de wittj
attack14
humphreys5555 family and
attack5414 was made on de witt by taking elder humphreys
the attack54
14

lj

housed
housea
burning his housej
house he lived about 1 12 miles from the landing which is head
quarters several scattering shots were made at the brethren during 3 or 4 of the
first days no damage save making holes in their clothing p 8 one heavy
charge was received
receivd from the mob when the brethren returned the fire and killed
peace was
Miss orians the campaign lasted about a week when a treaty of
ofpeace
4 missorians
made with the mob and the brethren have left the place de witt was not an
appointed stake of
zion but was designed as a port of landing on the missouri
ofzion
rivera
niver
diver
river it contained about 10 or 12 families of the brethren when 1I passed through
riverj
on my way to this place
the engagement at davis has probably cost them more in time and damage
cormons
Mor mons to traven travel in
gating verry unsafe for the mormons
2000 56 it is geting
than 200w6
small companies in carrilton ray & seline countisej
Coun tise
sed A camp that are on their
countise
cointise
Counti
sej
stoped near grand river by a mob nearly a week
way to this place have been scoped
the missourian women partake of the same spirit of the mobacrats their
husbands they have been seen & heard by the sisters of the church to threaten
ac
their lives by brandishing their knives and hatchets &c
greata
great almost every day
emigration to the stakes of zion is verry greatj
Teni
ment room is
witnesseth from 1I to 30 teams with furniture & families tenement
teniment
verry scirce in this place many families have to live in their tents & waggons
wiggons
the houses are mostly made of logs and generally contain as many famalies as
morej the houses are mere shanties they cost from
rooms and in many cases more
mored
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57
j17
30 to 80 days work ool
of 1 man besides from ten to fifty dollars in cash
not
ofo
cash57
more than 20 or 30 houses have been built since the first of sept the brethren
have been more than 12 of the time in dispersing mobs which are almost
continually about us they have p 9 not yet dared to come on us at far west
achak attack the weaker parts
but actak
Gove mour
during the campaign at de witt the brethren called upon the governour
for protection but instead of turning out with his 3000 troops as he did when he
mormons were in fault only a few days before he says to them settle
supposed
suposed the cormons
your own difficulties
Govemour was one of the leading characters in driving the brethren
the governour
183358
from jackson co in 1838 1833
some of the officers of malitia did harm to themselves in trying to get the
malitia to disperse the mob but they found them mob at heart and they were
ordered home 59

15 october 1838 monday
75
witt
the brethren have all returned from de wittj
witta the mob is now assembling
again in davies co
cod they have sworn in their wrath that evry mormon
shall leave the county adam ondi ahman & seth are I1 stake of zion and will
not be so easily surrendered seth is 12 miles from this place 60 A meeting was
called this day to make arrangments
arrangements for the defence of the brethren in davies co
oaur
honours & fortunes are pledged to defend the constitution of the
baur lives hondours
USA and our individual rights and our holy religion the strong bands of
union appear to be wreathed around the heart of evry man & woman come life
will here we stand or here we die is the will of the
or come death come what willj
billj
lord p 10 here the hoary headed sire and the stripling youth gird on their
terroux among the
armour and for the field prepare death appears to have lost its terrour
armies of isreal

boj
coj

october 1838 friday
about 300 of the brethren are gone to davies co to the relief of the
brethrenj
brethren no battle as yet the brethren are gathering into the cities in haste
brother joseph says things here are all right
dayd
daya
meeting was called this dayj
day the brethren here consecrated beef corn
A ameeting
wood & finally they do freely impart to those that have need finally here is a
time and place that tries mens souls the wicked have no place in zion much
property has been consecrated in the last 2 months 61 the mob have cannon in
heep
bame
hebie
bave
have& are determined to take they have taken
davies co which the brethren heepe
hebi
about 40 stands of armes
19

NB 1I was bitten by a dog 2 weeks ago last thursday and have not walked
much since
21 october 1838 sunday
proclamation
proclimation
ofard
apostatisedj
Proc limation was made this day that orson hyde 444had
offrd had apostatised
he left the place last night and left a letter for one of the brethren which let out

the secret 62
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61
22 october 1838 monday 63
parent64far
parent 64 far west is the head quarters of the mormon war the
beloved parent64
revelation65
revelation6l
isreal that were established by revelational
armies of
oflsreal
revelation65 from god are seen from my
door evry day with their captains of los
ios 50s & 100 A portion of each day is
11
set apart for drill after which p lil
111
ill they go to their several stations VIZ
woodd
2 companies of los
wooda
wood
ios are to provide the famalies with meal 2 provide woodj
2 or 3 build cabbinsj
armes 1I company
cabbinssJ I1 company of los
cabbin
ios collect & prepare annes
provide meat 1 company are spies one company are for express I1 for
guard 2 companies are to gather in the famalies that are scattered over the
counties in the vicinityj
vicinity 1 company is to see to & provide for the sick and the
famalies of those that are off on duty
others are employed in gathering
ac
ac &c
provisions into the city &c
those companies are called danites66 because the prophet daniel has said
everal
ever6l
they shall take the kingdom and possess it for ever67

october 1838 tuesday
last night about 7 oclock the cavelry that went from this place to adam
ondi ahman came in under the tune of yanke doudle their number was about
130.
130 these are the horsemen
horsmen of isreall president rigdon68
Rigdon68 gave them a short
rigdonl
occation
oc
address suited to the occasion
cation when all the people said amen
the mob have been dispersed by the brethren nor have they had any
assistance from the malitia neither do we desire any at least not without it is
23

better than what we have had
co fear rests down upon
Missour ians have nearly all left davies cod
the missourians
ueth p 12
them and they flee when no man purs
pursueth
fursueth
news came in this morning that the bretheren had taken the cannon they
69
j69
the brethren are fast returning from the
ground69
found it buried in the ground
northern campaign with hearts overflowing with joy not a drop of blood has
been spilt nor a gun fired as I1 have heard of the mob dispersed by I1 oods on the
Danites 70
approach of the danites
canites
the word of the lord was received several months since for the saints to
gather into the cities but they have been slow to obey untill the judgments were
them7l and now they are gathering by flight and haste leaving all and are
themel
upon them71
that the city of far west is literally crowded and the brethren
glad to get off at thatd
are gathering from all quarters this day while jessee72
elisabeth7371 were in
Jessee72 & elisabeth73
school the trustees came to them and requested them to give up the house for
families it was no sooner done than 6 famalies drove up with their goods and
took possession here is no place for idlers evry man is at work women take
turns in cooking for the soldiers when a soldiers duty is done for the day on
corn field74
cloud7l
cloudel
or wherever his duty may be the main cloud75
parade he retires to the cornfield
field14 orwhereverhisduty
is not quite so black now as it was sunday & monday
24 october 1838 wednesday
last night the mail came and brought papers but not a single letter to any
scoped by some evil minded person or persons
person it is supposed they were stoped
it is nothing unexpected to us that it is scoped
stoped hereafter letters from you to us
may be verry irregular p 13 but from us to you they may be more regular as
we can send them out of the city before we mail them 1I wish you all to be verry
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ing letters that are sent that we may know what you
particular in acknowledgeing
acknowledge
received
have receivd
provisions are low here corn is 20 acts
loo
cts per bushel beans 100
1.00
100 wheat 87
.31 apples 75
acts blank 3131
.75
lb honey .77 beef 2 to 4 acts
cts
75 butter 12 12 per ib
12 cts
lb soap is the hardest necessary to be
cts per ib
2.00 per cord pork 3 to 4 acts
wood 200
200
acts per ib
lb which is
3.4 per ib
lb soft soap is from 7 to 10 cts
got bar soap is worth 18 34
34
acts per qt saleratus
salu
lb milk nothing
saluratus
1.00
ratus 25 per ib
lao
about loo
100 per gallon salt is 12 12 cts
skirse 76 pumpkins are verry plenty by going a few miles
geting rather skirbe
but is gating
good squashes are plenty of the 1I st quality verry little of domestic fruit is raised
within 20 miles
slipery
medical herbs are reather scirce bring on lobelia babary rasbury slivery
is plenty bring a good stock
yaF7is
Penero yap
ais
peneroyaf
elm composition bitters & hot drops peneroyal77

of rasbury
71 shoes also 3
months since
clothing is twice as high hear as at the east 78
1 per cent would insure goods from st louis to this place but now thought is
thought worth 25 per cent indeed perilous times have verily come and it is at
the risk of our lives that we go to the landing for our goods
the word of the lord is now for the saints to gather to zion in haste 79 it
has been not to flee in haste or by flight but to have all things prepared before
them and now we all say to you and all of the chirch to make speed and haste
to zion see doctrin & covenant page 128 section 1580 p 14
25 october 1838 thursday
dromms beat to armes it was caused
last night about 12 oclock the drumms
spiese
spies
spies81
by the arival of the news that the mob had taken 2 of our spie
spiesj81 70
horsemen
horsmen started for the encampment of the mob about 8 miles arnved at 3
oclock within 2 miles left their horses went on foot they were fired upon by
the mob
mob828212 one man was wounded the first fire about 70 of the mob fired the
second time from behind the river bank 4 of the brethren were wounded at
this shot among was david patting83
patting83 1 of 12 a rush was now made by the
teribie conflict ensued in 2 minutes the mob
brethren on the mob a short but tenible
oposit bank several of the mob were left dead
were making their way up the oposits
prisnor84
between the banks we took 1 prisnor
prisner14 the rest escaped to the woods leaving
&c
eadels & bridles some armes blankets tents waggons
wiggons ac
about 70 horses with sadels
enemyes
ene myes several of the brethren ef
which were taken as the spoil of our enemys
of the
were slightly wounded and 5 dangerously 3 of which if saved must be by a
miracle 85
last night the mob burnt a number of houses in a bout 4 miles of here 8616
pris ners and set at liberty one
prisners
the spies were found in the camp of the mob as prisoners
slightly wounded in the shoulder 87 the other was elder greens son 88

sj

27 october 1838 saturday
this is a solemn day to us 2 of the wounded brethren buried david patten
90
carter9o
carterio
has been missing since the
18119
1889
& a young man of 18.119
18.89 brother gideon carter90
Carter
1889
battle untill last night when he was found near the battle ground shot through
the head the mob have sloped a no of famalies 27 miles from here among them
youngs9l
youngsil91 and many others in fact it is a common thing by
is brother joseph youngs91
Youngs
mob p 15
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28 october 1838 sunday
1I will now give a discription
description
di
25 the number of the
scription of the battle on the 25.
.92
92
one division of 15 was not in the
brethren engaged in the battle was 55 92j92
engagement the mob no was about 80 a methodist minister93
Minister93 and about 10
whi
which
men fled 94 whichieft
left about 70 in the engagement the mob had advantage by
chIeft
the lay of the land and rivers bank the brethren were wounded as follows
VIZ 3 in the bowels 1 in the neck 1 in the shoulder I1 through the hips
1 through both thighs 1I in the arm all by musket shot
bedfor the brethren jumped down the bank 1I br had his arm broke by a
befor
cut of sword down the bank brother gideon carter was shot in the head and
91
died on the spot 95
the best information obtaind
obtains is between 20 and 30 of the
mob died on the ground 96
A more severe battle perhaps never was fought when we consider the
smallness of the number and the shortness of the time which was about 1112
12
minutes
now father come to zion and fight for the religion of jesus many a
hoary head is97 engaged here the prophet goes out to the battle as in days of old
91
he has the sword that nephi took from laban 98
is not this marvellous
marcellous well
when you come to zion you will see & leam
learn many marvellous
marcellous things which
will strengthen your faith and which is for the edification of all the saints the
prophet has unsheathed his sword and in the name of jesus declares that it shall
not be sheathed again untill he can go unto any county or state in safety and in
peace
29 october 1838 monday
black ning around us p 16
blackning
the war cloud is blackening
30 october 1838 tuesday
army more than
oclock an express came in stating that an army99
a mile in length was approaching which soon made its appearance they
marched over goos river & formed a line of battle within 1I mile of us the

this PM

3

armies of isreal were soon in battle array to receive them seeing we were
ready to give them battle they withdrew & in camped in the woods near by for
the night a flag of truce came in saying they pitied our deplorable condition
ac that was all the favor
and requested 2 famalies to be delivered to them &c
they asked of us immediate dist
distinction
ruction is threatened us the farn
famalies
mailes
ailes that
alies
were asked for chose rather to share the fate of the saints in the city about 40
100
00 went up
loo
fires can be seen in our enemies camp the family100
family00
to see them this
family
evening
31

october 1838 wednesday

A strong gard was posted around the city last night & a fortification built
on the south side the men were nearly all employed in guarding & fortyfying
fortifying
sleepin
the city little orno
in city
sleep
or no sleeping
last night women were employed in looking
citylastnight
& picking the most valuable articles supposing a teribie battle would take place
in the morning and perhaps evry house fired about 8 0 clock our enemy sailed
salted
forth in line of battle but seeing our fortifications and probably knowing that we
had been reinforced by about 100 men during the night again retreated we have
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at this time about 500 men and our enemies about 1700 during the day our
received a reinforcement of about 1500 men our spies come in evry few
enemies receivd
171 quarterfor
deprivations of the mob in evry p 17
quarter for
hours and bring news of the depridations
salted forth
many miles round about 4 oclock this PM our enemies again sailed
for battle they came within gun shot then withdrew then sallied forth again
fe44for
fert
fertfor
the work of death appears
appeard to be before us an armey
anney of 2200 horse & more than
600 men to
a 1000 foot was now brought before our city which had less than 6goo
defend it we knew their determination was to exterminate us & all made up our
minds to defend our city untill the last man should fall to the ground our
determination was known to our enemies as there were some that turned
ruction that was nigh at hand & sent a
dist
traitors 101 our enemies feard the distraction
distruction
delay102
flag of truce to this effect that they would delay02the
delay 102 the city for the night if we
101
& george W
would surrender joseph smith jr sidney rigdon PP pratt 103
104
robinson04as
robinson104
as hostages untill to morrow morning at 8 0 clock when they are
Robinson
101 you
may now imagine to yourself the solemnity that now
all to be returned 105
rests upon us we have the promis that but little blood will be shed at this time
but god only knows how we are to be delivered this promis was made last
Gove mour has long since refused us any aid but he has now come
tuesday the govemour
mormons that wish
out openly against us and given leave for all to go against the cormons
the mob take great liberty from this 106

I71 november 1838 thursday

last night a treaty

in part was made we have all given up our armes
annes &
ors our enemies now guard our city that no
kors
prisonous
prisonjors
prisonors
lors
surrendered ourselves as prisonjors
18
man pass in or out 400 men remained for this purpose p 181
2 november 1838 friday
several of the leading members of this church have been taken to jackson
co gaol baill
jail
lall 107
lali
uaill
news came in that a mob had fallen on the brethren at hauns mill about
18 miles from here they killed 15 on the ground 3 more have died of their
wounds & several more are severely wounded there was about 30 of the brethren
place those of the brethren that were not killed or wounded have made
at this placed
their escape as they could being hunted by the missourians
ians like wild beasts
among the killed was brother phinehas richards son108
son01 that was about 15 years
of age br joseph young was at the place with his family he made his escape
Mas sacree took
arived in this city the day the massacree
amidst a shower of bullets and arided
massacred
log
none of the mob were kill
learn the mob
place tuesday pm109
ed as we can leam
PM 109
killed
300 the br were taken on surprise
consisted of about 300.
300.1
3001

Missour

november 1838 saturday
countys
tys more than 50 of the
it is truly a solem time in caldwell & davis Coun
countes
prisoners in ourenemies
camp where they are now we know
our enemies campj
brethren have been prisners
camaj
not save a few of them one man was bruised and brought into the city and has
since died of the wound 2 have been killed & the last we knew of them they
were un buried nor would the mob suffer them to be buried a few have been
werd
offlj
hly
lef
ler d eonly
ibe lord
the
ehly
set at liberty but the most of them are yet among the missing fhe
rerd
pig
191
igl
pp19
3
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4 november 1838 sunday
10
gen clark
dark110
has this day arrived with 1600 men as malitia 600 more are
within eight miles
more than 6000 men have been in far west in one week on orders from
mormans
monnons
Mon
Mormons
govennour to exterminate the mormons
nons the brethren are hunted as wild
the governour
bomin are
game and shot down se vereal have been shot in site of the city womin
beh
hew houses n
ravi shed and bew
ravished
rifled one woman has been killed within less than
lavished
2 miles of this city we are here as captives strictly guarded by the malitia no
person is allowed to go out of the city

5 november 1838 monday
the captives sons of zion were paraded this day and the names of 51
prisners to
that were present were called and they ordered to the front as prisoners
receive their trial for some thing they know not what they are kept under
close guard this night not permuted
ed to go to their houses without a gard of
permited
permit
3 soldiers the governor and all our enemies are determined that we shall
not gather to gather but shall be scattered or exterminated at least from the
state
6 november 1838 tuesday
the brethren that were ordered out yesterday take up their march for
abused of we are completely in the
richmond verry few know what they are acused
ers god only can
hands of our enemies they are our judges jurors & executioners
Execution
deliver and we that are firm have only to wait and see the salvation of god these
churchy
church many have denied the faith but they are
troubles make a sifting in the churchj
those that were week before p 20 in most cases some however have denied11
denied11
12
112
he is
that have long been in good standing among those is thomas B marsh112
marsh
cartera133 is on the main
one of the 12 and jared carter
carter3
the brethren at adam ondi ahman are in like condition with us the
malitia guard them to keep off the mob they have agreed to guard them 10
day s in which time they all calculate to leave the co they are scattering verry
days
fast mostly to caldwell co davis co contains about 300 famalies of the

brethren
10 november 1838 saturday

bolour
the armey that approached our city on the 30 were all mob under colour

of malitia voluntarily collected from the upper counties and placed themselves
dis troyed
destroyed
anny murdered plundered & distroyed
under malitia officers this army
rals
ed by draft and officered like respectable men
anny was rais
A few of this army
raised
bably
theirffleeais influence
and it was pro
probably
babIy through theirmoonfl
influance that evry body & evry thing
mormons
cormons
dis troyed the other malitia that have
pertaining to the mon
nons were not distroyedj
destroyed
distroyed
appearance
earence general clark
app
visited us have a more respectable appearence
oark came last sunday
dark
adred
ldred
retired
with about 3000 men but has now re
gove mour with orders
10500 men have been called into the field by the governour
mormons
mormans
monnons
Mornons
mons but the officers knew the order to exterminate
to exterminate the Mon
was unlawful therefore they have taken the responsibility to make treaties
14
Gove mour has also ordered 19500 men to stand ready at a moment114
moment 114
the governour
mormons
Mor mons p 21
against a little hand ful of cormons
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prisners
pris ners that were taken to jackson co were
br joseph and the rest of the prisoners
.115
treated with great politeness & hospitality 115 115
instead of being killed & buried
on the temple lot as their enemies said they should they preached on the
fulfilment of a prophesy spoken several months since
temple lot which is the fulfillment

november 1838 sunday
mark as it
the brethren have returned from jackson co by order of gen clark
dark
was not lawful to take them to that co for trial they are now at richmond 40 miles
from far west about 60 of the brethren are at richmond waiting their trial we
16
ilg
are not able to leam
learn what they are accused of some of them are in irons 116
some thing like 30 of the brethren have been killed and about 100 are
missing but we are in hopes that they are not killedj
killeddJ we had a heavey fall of snow
klile
kille
ocar also on the 7 & 8 of
novr
noar also several small fluriese
octr
on the 17 & 18 of
flu riese since
ofnovr
ofoctr
arosen several
it has been verry cold for a month past the ground is and has been frosen
inches for a number of weeks it has been colder for a month past than the winter
months will average at the east my family are well 1I have not done a days work
for 44 days we have enough for comfort we must learn
leam to bear affliction for
it is of the lord as a people e f our afflictions are greata
great those that remain finn
firm
greatj
have no desire to ratum to babylon 117
11

november 1838 monday
incited for high treason and 7 others with him
brother joseph smith is indited
pratta
p 22 among the number is P P pratt
prattj they are confined in chains the court
has been in session one week and as yet have found nothing to condem
condee the
prophet christ told his deci
deciples
ples they should be brought before rulers for his
decilles
name sake and if the prophet should be condemned to die it would be no more
than was done to christ & his apostles
19

manuscript 2
november 1838 monday
brother nurse 118 & church in holliston
1I last saturday closed a sheet containing a journal of what is passing in this
119
ilg
19
haven119
vicinity & directeted it to father haven
if there has ben no int eruption in the
mail that has reached you before this will this is a continuation of the journal &
1I wish you to shew or read it to the brethren
1I direct my journal to different individuals hoping that each will make it
buisness to let others of the brethren know what is going on
their guisness
yesterday was a pleasant day yet it did not thaw enough to cause the icicles
to drop from the south eaves of our house our crops are mostly in the field
potatoes not dug are frose solid verry little work has been done here for 8 weeks
we have all been mostly employed in keeping the mobs from burning our houses
As our religion is different from all others we recieve
relieve different treatment
from the world and this very thing confirms us in the faith once delivered to the
saints and now delivered to us notwithstanding our great trials & tribulations
god is working all things to his honour & glory therefore be not shaken at what
1I wrote in my last but do even as we lift up your heads & rejoice knowing these
19
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things will precede the coming of our saviour p 24 brethren pray for us for
torniad
nomad but against principalities &
we have to wrestle not only against page tomad
the darkness of this world against gross wickedpowers against the rulers off
odthe
ofthe
ness in high places 120
we are captives we have sold ourselves for nought yet we pray to be
redeemed without money isaiah 52 3 we hasten that we may be loosed and
that we should not die in the pit and that our bread should not fail isaiah
51 14121
14 121 the brrethren have nearly all left daviesco
Davi esCo our enemies have
ordered us to leave caldwell co immediately but we are slow to obey and look
unto god for deliverance
we came by order of the lord & shall
shail
comman
command it
go from here at his commande
shai
shal
commandj
shallgo
shalloo
is our gathering that excites the indignation of our enemies&
enemies & they are determined
can hinder yet we may be scattered
to prevent it but it is of the lord and who dan
and driven but god is able to redeem us even
eden from babylon micah 4 10
eien
we are captives in a de fenceless condition suffering the insult of our
enemies daily by their comeing among us & taking what or who they please &
that too without any precept or authorityj
authority our only defence is the helmet of
salvation & the sword of the spirit for which we are imbasinders ambassadors
in bonds
brethren we are not in darkness that these tribulations should overtake us
as a thief in the night but we are the children of light & of the day therefore let
122
25122
watch
and
p
pray
us not sleep as do others but let us wacth
251
waith

dj

25 november 1838 sunday
we are here nearly secluded from what is passing in the world around us
our mail comes to us now and we should be verry glad to have you send some
of your eastern papers after you have read them 1I have seen a boston paper in
which was a slip like this the citizens of davis co called on the citizens of
cormons
ray for arms to defend themselves against the mormons
Mormons it was answered by
mormans took them
monnons
their turning out 40 guns while these were on the way the mormons
123
and brought them to far west
west123
but the fact was the mob in ray co went to
took the 40 guns which
the US annory
armory and
they easily had access to as they were
annary
whiclithey
andtookthe40guns
left so they could be stolen probably by design and while in the act of conveying
them to the mob in davis co the sherriff of caldwell co took them and brought
them to far west & after a court of enquiry returned them to the annoury
armoury
armoure from
1244
whence they were taken 124
1I have seen & heard of other slips but 1
I have seldom seen or heard of one
but what was so colloured so as to give a wrong impression our houses are rifled
& our sheep & hogs & horses and are drove off before our eyes by the
missourians
ians who come in in small companies well armed here is no law for poor
Missour
mormons
cormons
Mormons
at hauns mill the battle that 1I spoke of in my last is a massacre instead of
in p 26 mostly in an unarmed condition pages
a battle as the bretheren were ift
of history do not record such scenes of cruelty among civilized people save
among pirats
dirats their cruelty has been renewed by driving the de fenceless women
& children from their homes on the vast wild prairie where they wandered
through the snow for 2 days many of the children were bear foot nor had they
any food during this time more than 100 famalies have been sloped near the
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missourie river by the mob they are determined to stop the gathering my pen
fails to describe the percicutions and afflictions that the unbelieving missourians
Missour ians
are permitted to inflict upon us
the half can not be told the blood of innocence cries from the ground
perhaps 1I have written more than some of you can bear so let me turn from the
125
121
scene and ask the little church125
in whose tribulations 1I have shared while with
church
you and is still twined around my heart are you prepared for such scenes as we
have to pass
are you willing to leave your splended
splendid houses and take the log hut or the
less convenient tent are you willing to leave the present luxuries & take our
coarse but healthy fare of corn bread & beef will you divide the last loaf with
county
tyl to co
a brother that is needy can you be willing to be driven from Coun
with not where to lay your head are you ready literally to spend & be spent in
the
the cause of christ are you ready to lay down your p 27 lives as many of
odthe
ofthe
brethren have done within these last few weeks
finally are you ready to be made perfect through suffering even as
christ if you are ready for all this you are fit subjects of zion you need not
wafred into the celestial kingdom on flowery beds of
think to come here & be wafted
blessinggJ you know
ease but remember that after much tribulation cometh the blessin
but little about the refiners fire in zion therefore prepare for the worst & hope
for the best our troubles are blowing the chaff of the church to the four
winds and our prayer is she may be made clean evry whit news came in this
126
morning126
that 22 of the prisoners at richmond were set at liberty no cause of
morning
action to require a defence by them the brethren that are & have been confined
have been charged with evry crime from high treason down to petty larceny
A few of the brethren & sisters met to day for prayers A part of a
revelation was read which was given a year a go last july and sent to the elders
in england concerning the judgments which were to be poured out upon the
nations like a whirlwind commencing at the house of the lord after that upon
not121
those who profess to know his name but know it not127
the pestilence was in our midst last summer & now the sword and if the
men should be employed for months to come as they have been for 2 months past
121
famine will stare us in the face 128
dear sister 1I must write a few lines to you
in this for in imagination 1I am often with you i n conversation & the rest of the
separated
little band of persecuted saints in holiston
sepe rated far apart but I1 feel
Ho liston we are seperated
coliston
it will be but for a short time before 1I shall greet my friends in zion you will
learn from this & other letters which we have sent to mass of the trials &
leam
afflictions which we have passed thro in this place they are grevious dear sister
to the flesh but in our spirits we do rejoice amidst tribulation knowing
assuredly that if we are faithful it will be for our salvation
the scenes which
we have passed thro of late is a bright evidence that the work in which we have
enlisted is of the lord for these things must all be before the comeing of christ
pestilence sword blood famine & fire commenced at the lords house
among the saints & will shortly be upon those who profess to know & love him
yes like a whirlwind from heaven then gather
& love him & know him not
to zion do not be slow to hear his voice
the saints will soon have to come
Holiston that
at the peril of their lives we all feel anxious for the church at holiston
coliston
they should dispose of their property & assist each other to zion without delay
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as soon as the roads are passable in the spring
yesterday was appointed by
father smith as a day of fasting & prayer 1I attended meeting it was a verry
interesting & solemn day to us we felt it was a day to humble ourselves in the
dust before god our prophet & presidency are taken from us many of our
brethren are taken from their wives & children & are in bondage while many
wives & children mourn over the departure of husbands & fathers that have
in meeting 1I lady sung in
sealed their testimony for jesus with their blood
tongues & another arose & interpreted
whisher us to be
the patriarch whished
graced
humble and united at a throne of grace
gracej he also remarked that the sword was
unsheathed & could not be sheathed again until sin was swept from the face of
the earth & christ come to reign with his saints our prophet & brethren are now
brought before the govenor & rulers of this state & no doubt they will soon be
brought before kings & nobles for their testimony of jesus many of the
brethren could not endure the trials which we have had to pass thro they have
turned aside & will probably walk no more with us in zion the stakes of zion
is the shore for the net which is cast forth into the world & gather of every kind
& these trials will purge the church & cast much of the bad away but not all for
christ says that the tares shall grow with the wheat until the harvest
be
faithful to warn sinners while you remain in new england for the time is short
for them to hear the gospel sound
the warning voice has gone forth and after
the testimony of my servants saith the lord cometh the testimony of thunder
ings lightnings earthquakes wars bloodshed & famine the testimony of
129
commenced129
& like a whirlpool will sweep our inhabiJudgements have now commenced
judgements
tants off the U states
the patriarch observed last fast day that the time would
soon come when a man should be considered of more value than a talent of gold
Judge ments & but
for god would assuredly make the earth empty & waste by judgements
we often speak of the anxiety that we have that the
very few would be left
Ho
able exertion to come to missouria &
liston should make all possi
possiable
saints in holiston
coliston
assist those who cannot assist themselves
do not delay to make speed we all
scourges
sometimes want to pluck you out of babylon
Sco urges of zion
do not let the scourger
faitha
falth these things will all work out for the purifying of the church
faith
weaken your faithj
from dross & the ultimate glory of god do not wait to thial
think
thifl think to wait till
zion is built up before you come but come & help build it for verily thus saith
the lord it is my will it should be built up by the gathering of my saints
if we
hope to reign with christ on earth with abraham isac & jacob jeremiah daniel
& others who have come up out of much tribulation we must also be willing to
come up thro tribulation that our garments may be washed in the blood of the
130
lamb130
lamb
1

A P rockwood p 28
2 december 1838 sunday 131
to the church 1I albert P again resume my pen to continue this journal
132
6 of the brethren were set at liberty & on wednesday 6 more no
tuesday132
last tuesday

cause of action being found the brethren that were chained found favor and had
bitted
nitted to board at the tavern instead
their irons taken off last sunday & were pen
permitted
of having the gaol fare
the other brethren are feebly guarded & frequently they have no guard
at all these other br have not been in the gaol for want of room but have been
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133 we
guard133
conclude they have not
kept in the court house under a strong guard
found them as guilty as they were in hopes for and would be glad to have them
run away to get clear of them but the brethren know their innocence and will
not leave untill they are discharged
mormons in caldwell & davies co have been taken captive unless
all the cormons
we would deny the faith those that deny the faith have gone clear
more than 100 of the br have been taken into close custerdayj
custerday all but
24 have been discharged without making a defence these 24 have been called
aledged but none of them saw fit
upon to defend themselves against the charges pledged
to make any defence at all they were thefefore
therefore re committed or bound over for
their appearance at the higher court there they will defend themselves if
necessary
the br supposed it would be of little use to make a defence at this court
114
ize the lives 0of the witnesses 134
p 29
jeopardize
jeapardize
& knew it would jeapard
most of the brethren that were let to bail have obtained it and returned to
their families joseph smith jn hiram smith sidney rigdon PP pratt lyman
wight and a few others were not let to bail and are now in gaol to wait their trial
131
at the higher court in march next 135
I1 observed in my last that something like an 100 of the br were among the
missing probably some of them are killed but it is hoped that most of them are
boises in the congregations of the wicked 136 we know
in the field lifting up their voises
117
they are among the gentiles or lamanites
Lamanites but verry few of them
where 137
not where137
38
have been heard of 138

PARLEY P PRATTS

LETTER
letter139
139

deer 9
richmond ray county decr
dear sister
you will doubtless have read much of the troubles long ere this reaches
you respecting the things where of you wrote unto me be assured that such
here brother joseph is in full fellowship & the
things are not named among us herej
gerej
hered
church has more confidence in him if possible than ever before our troubles
are sufficient to unite us firmer in the bonds of union the whole state of
missouri has risen up to destroy us from the face of the earth or drive p 30 us
from the state by orders from the gov from 30 to an 100 saints have been slain
& about a dozen of us are now in chains VIZ joseph smith hyrum smith lyman
white wight S rigdon myself and others we have all been sentenced to be shot
jury & the day set but god did not suffer it we have
without judge or jewry iury
been confined about 6 weeks they design to hang or imprison us if they can but
what will be our fate god only knows the apostates have sworn to murder &
treason & almost evry thing against us which never entered our hearts to say or
do but we are in the hands of god
destroyed
distroyed
much property has been plundered provision dis
troyed chastity of
women violated houses burned woman & children fired upon & some slain
about 14 thousand men have been in motion against us the dissenters are the
worst to plunder & rob murder & swear falsely I1 give a list of some noted
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lii
iii
ill 142 george
apostates VIZ oliver cowdery 140 david whitmer 141 john con
corrill
conill
141
145
141
cowdary44& & famaly
and a vast many
W A cowdary144
M hynkle
fagaly doct
doat avard145
avard
hankle 143
others have gone to rise no more iniquity abound & the love of many wax cold
but he that in dureth to the end the same shall be saved for my part 1I feel more
firm than ever in the faith of jesus 1I fear not what man can do 1I only fear him who
finn
is able to deal with soul & body if 1I live 1I am p 3 11 determined to live unto
christ and to die is to leave a world of sorrow & go to rest in the paradice of god
with a shure and a certain hope of standing in the flesh upon the earth with my
redeemer in the latter day my dear sister if such news as this will streangthen
you you will be strong but all the prosperity which earth can afford will never
sanctify a church of saints neither would any thing but suffering prepare them
sheep skins & goat skins being
for fit companions for those who wandered in sheepskins
destitute afflicted tormented or of those who had trials of cruel mocking
sco
scourger
scourges
urges stripes & imprisonments or of those who were beheaded for the
witness of jesus or who were slain for the witness & testimony of jesus who
loved not their lives unto death if judgment has begun at the house of god what
will the world do for peace in is now taken from the earth and the saints hardly
escape how long before the lord will avenge the blood of his saints on them
that dwell on the earth I1 know not but he said to the souls under the alter that
they should rest for a little season till their fellow servants who were to be slain
as they were should be fulfill
fulfild if this is all that vengence is waiting for it need
wait no longer for the p 32 blood of latter day saints is now mingled with the
blood of former day saints in cries to heaven for vengence upon an ungodly
world As it respects the glories of the kingdom of god in things whereof you
write unto me it is not wisdom for me to write it at present suffice to say that
all things which are written by the prophets mastbe
fulfilled they thathave
tha thave ears
mustbe
must be fulfilledj
to hear let them hear
P P pratt
1

As down a lone dungeon with darkness ore
orespread
prespread
spread
in silence and sorrow I1 made my lone bead bed
far far from the scenes of confusion retired
while hope from this bosom had almost expired
2

from all that is lovely constrained for to part
from the friends of my bosom so dear to my heart
jesus 146 exulting and friends far away
while jesus146
in half broken slumbers all pensive I1 lay p 33
A light as from heaven on suden appeared
and a voice as of angels stole soft on my ear
A theme full of glory inspired their tongue
34
zions redemption most sweetly they sung p 341
ofzions
of
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manuscript 3
1839 147
quincy illinois 1839147
dear beloved father

while babylons
Baby lons bells are tolling & people flocking to hear what they think
we left far west jany 1I oth
loth in
is the gospel 1I will inform you of our situation
Mis sippa river after a journey of
company with another family & arrived at the missippa
12 days the distance of 200 miles we had snow & rain every day but 2aj
2. we
had heavy loads were obliged to walk from 2 to 8 miles a day thro mud & water
camped out on the wet ground 3 nights before we arrived at the river A few days
colda
before we got to the river it grew coldj
coid the river froze over & we were obliged
cold
to camp close to the river 3 days & nights before we could cross in the boat 6
dailye
waggons were with us at the time
daliy
dally
daily A
the saints are leaving far west dailyj
wiggons
carrage left here this morning for the prophets family most of the church cross
the river & come to this place the people here relieve
recieve us quite friendly & think
141
we have meetings among the brethren but last night we
us an abused people 148
heard that the prophets advise for the brethren to scatter hold no meetings in this
place & be wise servants that the wrath of the enemy be not kindled against us
we are a poor afflicted & persecuted people driven to & fro & when you come
you will have to share with us in our afflictions 1I advise you tofetch
to fetch considerable
toretch
tin ware such as the tin plates & dishes the saints have yet no continual
abiding place but like the saints of old must wander about seeking shelter where
we can find it

2j

30 january 1839 wednesday
we are commanded to bridle our tongues & be wise in these last days
especially in this dreigon
reigon of excitement
it is thought by some we shall not
gather again in large bodies at present still we do not knowd
know our leader is gone
knowj
we have none to tell us what to do by direct revelation we want our prophet &
we feel we shall have him before long but our enemies triumph over us believing
we have lost our prophet unto death
peraphs perhaps it would be interesting
Holiston to read a copy of the speech of genrl clark
to you & the church at holiston
coliston
oark to
dark
the brethren in far west after they were taken prisoners 149 he called them upon
the public square surrounded them by a company of his armed men & holding
in his hands a paper which contained the names of those whom he intended to
gentlemen you whose
prison he proudly delivered the following message
names are not attached to this list of names you now have the privilege
privilige
privi lige of going
to your fields to obtain corn & wood for your families those that are taken will
be taken from hence to prison be tried & receive the due demerits of their crimes
but you are now at liberty all such as charges will hereafter be pref
ered against
prefered
preferee
it now devolves on you to fulfill the treaty that you have entered into the
leading items of which 1I will now lay before you first of these you have already
complied with which is this that you deliver up your leading men to be tried
according to law the second is you deliver up your arms this has been complied
witha
with third is you sign over your property to defray the cost of the war
withj
this
warj
barj
ward
10
done50
you have also done
another thing remains to be complied with that is you
leave the state forthwith and whatever your feelings concerning this are
area
ares
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raqual rank
whatever your innocence it is nothing to me genrl lucas who is in eaqual
with myself has made this treaty with you & 1I am determined to see it executed
the order of the govonor to me was that you should be exterminated & not
allowed to stay in the state had not your leaders been given up & the treaty
complied with before this you & your families would have been destroyed &
your houses in ashes there is a discriminating
descriminating power resting in my hands which
1I shall try to exercise in seasons
season I1 do not say you shall go now but you need not
seasonj
think of staying another season or putting in another crop for the moment you
do this the citizens will be upon you 1I am determined to see the govonors
Govon ors orders
immedi atly do not think I1 shall act as I1 have done
fulfilled I1 shall come upon you immediately
immediatly
any more but if 1I have to come again because the treaty which you have made
is not fulfilled you need not expect any mercy but extermination for 1I am
Govon ors message shall be executed
As for your leaders do
determined the govonors
not for a moment think do not imagine let it not enter your minds that you will
ever see their faces again
their doom is fixed their dye is cast their fate is
1I am sorry gentlemen so many apparently intelligent
certain
intel
igent men are in a
inteligent
situation in which you are placed
oh that 1I could invoke the spirit of the
unknown god to enlighten your minds & deliver you from those bonds of
superstition & liberate you from the chains of fanaticism with which you are
bound that you may no longer worship a man you have always been the
aggressors
agres sors & brought upon yourselves these troubles by disaffection & not being
agressors
subject to rule 1I advise you to scatter and become as other citizens lest by
1
recurrences of difficulties you bring upon yourselves inevitable ruin

NOTES
the biographical material on rockwood is taken from the following sources luceal rockwood curtis
N
app 1968 family group sheets
complied andassembled
compiled
and assembled history ofalbert
of albert perry rockwood salt lake city np
odthe
of the genealogical Society
SaIt
of jesus christ of
The church ofjesus
offiatter
library ofthe
saitlake
lake city kate B carter
societythe
latter day saints salt

our pioneer
pione
2 512 14 andrew
bioner heritage 20 vols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers 1959 2512
jenson latter
44vols
vois salt lake city andrew jenson history co 1901
vols
igol
Latt
erDay
satterday
day saint biographical encyclopedia kvols
igo
latterday
1901
1 194 95 and the eulogy in deseret evening news 26 november 1879
ilford woodruff journal 9 may to 9 july 1838 MS library archives historical department the
wilford
liford
church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter referred to as LDS church archives
rhoda richards in a letter to her brother willard then a missionary in england wrote A company
from holliston middlesex co mass left the same day that sister left kirtland they arrived eight days later at the
comp

nver journal history of the church
richmond ray county missouri landing on the north side of the missouri river
of jesus christ of latter day saints 15 july 1838 MS LDS church archives
Rock woods own account is presented as part of the larger story in joseph smith jr history of the
rockwoods
church ofjesus christ oflatter
of Latter day saints ed B H roberts 7 vols salt lake city deseret book co 1964
55454
454 56 the LDS chuich
church archives originally possessed what was divided into four diaries of rockwood they
chulch
cover 7 april 25 july 1847 1 june 1848 18 june 1849 21 april 10 may 1852 and october november 1857
all but the 1857 record remain in the LDS church archives and its whereabouts is unknown the record cited in
the history of the church is also missing
see the details in woodruff journal july 1847
git
it is possible to follow many of these activities through the entries in the journal history just by using the
multivolumed
multi volume scrapbook of church history additionally the LDS church archives has a
extensive index to this multivolume
and
variety of manuscripts many written by rockwood relating to the various activities of his life report
zions s cooperative
concise history odthe
ofthe
of the agricultural society 1872 and zion
of the penitentiary 1878 report odthe
ofthe
Rock woods address before the national prison reform congress in
ofrockwoods
fish association 1878 A synopsis of
rockwoods
56
baltimore maryland in 1873 appears in deseret evening news 21 february 1873
187356
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the basic study of this period is warren A

cormons from
zion Is fled the expulsion of the mormons
ph D diss university of florida 1962 jennings has published an excellent article
phd
jennings

jackson county missouri
cormons and non mormons
cormons in
that surveys the basic and underlying forces at work in the conflict between the mormons
the city in the garden social conflict in jackson county missouri in F mark Mc Kieman alma R blair and
emmry
paul M edwards eds the therestoration
paulm
historylawrence
story Lawrence kans coronado press
storylawrence
restoration movement essays in mormon History
eaulm
1973 99 119 A good summary of the nature of these early conflicts is leonard J arrington and davis bitton
yay saints new york alfred A knopf 197944
1979 44 64
the latter
A see also
larter
larrer day
the mormon experience A history ofthe
odthe
of rhe
patricia A zahniser
mser violence in missouri 1831 1839 the case of the mormon persecution masters thesis
Zah mger

florida atlantic university 1973
the best study of this period is max H parkin A history of the latter day saints in clay county
ph D diss brigham young university 1976 the best studies of zions camp
missouri from 1833 to 1837 phd
are peter crawley and richard L anderson the political and social realities of zions camp brigham young
1974 496
406 20 and wilburn D talbot zions camp masters thesis brigham
university studies 14 summer 1974406
young university 1973
ur the 1838 mormon war in missouri columbia university
lesueur
the details are given in stephen C Legue
lesue
of missouri press 1987 23 27 A more detailed study with important differences in interpretation is leland
ph D diss brigham
H gentry A history of the latter day saints in northern missouri from 1836 to 1839 phd
young university 1965 jedediah grants contemporary description of far west is in journal history
12 november 1838
ondl ahman BYU studies 13 autumn
A useful overview is provided in robert J matthews adam ondi
1972 27 35 lyman wight was an LDS leader in this area
basic information on dewitt is provided in lesueur mormon war 30 31 54 58 101 11
see
see the discussion in gentry history of the latter day saints in
Mis
m northern missouri
mls soun 68 114 gee
also john E thompson the far west dissenters and the gamblers at vicksburg an examination of the
historical
oncal context of sidney rigdons
documentary evidence and Hist
Rigdons salt sermon restoration 5 january 1986
21 27 an important contemporary source is the far west record MS LDS church archives it has
been published as par
far west record ed donald Q cannon and lyndon W cook salt lake city deseret book

co
1983
co1983

m peter crawley two rare
talk was printed and widely distributed A convenient reprinting is in
YU studies 14 summer 1974 517 27
missouri documents BBYU
see the excellent discussion in reed C durham jr the election day battle at gallatin
Galla tm BYU studies
seethe

the
13the

13

autumn 1972 3 6 611
Legue
ur mormon war 137 42
details are in lesueur
see alma blair the hauns
haims mill massacre

lesue

BYU studies 13

autumn 1972 62 67 and lesueur

mormon war 162 68
ph D diss
see andre paul duchateau missoun
missouri
missour colossus alexander W doniphan 1808 1887 phd
oklahoma state university 1973 and gregory maynard alexander william doniphan man of justice
BYU studies 13 summer 1973 462 72
see the brief summary in leonard J arrington church leaders in liberty jail BYU studies 13
autumn 1982 20 26 and dean C jessee walls grates and Sc
Screek
mg iron doors the prison experience
reeking
mormon
new views of
Monnon leaders in Mis
soun 1838 39 in davis bitton and maureen ursenbach beecher eds
missouri
of ofmonnon
mls
edsnew
mormon history A collection of essays
ofessays in honor ofleonard
leonard J arrington salt lake city university of utah
of leonari
press 1987 17 42
sampson avard provided detailed testimony against joseph smith during the court of inquiry in
november 1838 his lengthy testimony alleging secret oaths and illegal activities can be found in documents
mormons
Mormons and evidence
containing the correspondence orders etc in relation to the disturbances with the cormons
A king fayette mo office
given before the hon austin
the
of the boons lick democrat 1841 97 108 of
odthe
ofthe
officeof
austina
mormons
Mormons no one added anything of significance to avards
awards testimony it
others who gave testimony against the cormons
is beyond our purposes here to trace the negative danite scenario
scenano through the subsequent literature but even a
hi stones will show how great the dependence was on avards
superficial look at the more influential histories
awards testimony
see john C bennett history of the saints or an expose ofjoe
mormons boston leland and
joe
foe smith and the cormons
of voe
whiting 1842 265 72 henry caswall the prophet of the nineteenth century or the rise progress and
eay
mormons
present state of the cormons
Mor
luy saints to which is appended an analysis of the book ofmormon
mons or latter day
of mormon
andj
1843 155 73 john
jrmormonism
pnntedforj
forj G F and
Jr
farj
und designs
rivington 1843155
andaJ rivmgton
and
hyde
HydeJr
johnhydejr
london printed
Mormonism its leaders anddesigns
log 5 charles mackayhistory
mormons
new york D appleton and co 1857104
daysaints
idy
Mor mons or latter
lay saints
1857 104
larrer day
larter
MacKay History ofthe
odthe
mncksiyhistory
of the cormons
1851 89 911 T B H stenhouse ehfe
eafe
of national illustrated library 18511
taff
london office
officeof
fhe
the rocky mountain saints
mormons
A full and complete history of the cormons
Mor mons from the first vision of ofjoseph
joseph smith to the last courtship of
mormons
moms trom
1873 91 94 william A lvmthe
Mor
mons
brigham young new york D appleton and co 187391
linn the story ofthemormonsfrom
from
odthe
ofthe cormons
wemer brigham
the date of their origin to the year 1901 new york macmillan co 1902 189 93 M R werner
My History the life
1925 102 33fawnm
ewo
voung
young
Brodi
brodl
eVo man knows myhistory
koung new york harcourt brace and co 1925102
fawn M Bro
dieNo
brodievo
brodieno
219 228 244 314 15 and
16219228244314
of Joseph smith the mormon prophet new york alfreda
alfredA knopf 1945 214 16
aifred
jerald tanner and sandra tanner mormonism shadow or reality eni ed salt lake city modem microfilm
1972 428 50 compare lesueur mormon war 37 47 195 204 207 11
1838 BYU studies 14 summer 1974 421 50
Le landH
H gentry the danite band of is3sbyu
leland
except for a footnote mormon war 125 n 35 lesueur does not even hint in
2except
m the text that rockwood
Danites
danites
might be saying something different from avard when he talks about damtes
canites
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the reader is referred to david J whittaker the book
atmormon history association 7 may 1988 logan utah
of daniel in early mormon thought address at mormon
see crawley and anderson the political and social realities of zions camp
23see
21
21scriptory book of joseph smith kept by george W robinson MS LDS church archives 27 july
Scriptory
1838 611 some of the material in this citation has been crossed out in pencil in the original by a latter hand A
m early mormon thought
number of other sources are treated in whittaker the book of daniel in
21 see
Atchi sons letters and the causes of mormon
the detailed overview in richard L anderson atchisons
atchisonn
expulsion from missouri BYU studies 26 summer 1986 3 47
21for
for general clarks
darks comments see documents 90 compare lesueur mormon war 189
2727again
again while we do not develop them here two additional items are relevant first internal dissent in
missouri must be related to developments in kirtland before 1838 As marvin hill and ronald esplin have
shown rejection of joseph smiths vision of the kingdom of god began there and we would suggest that the
treatment of dissenters in far west was the last straw in a longer process within mormonism see marvin S hill
cultural crisis in the mormon kingdom A reconsideration of the causes of kirtland dissent church history
49 september 1980 286 97 and chaps 5 7 of ronald K esplin the emergence of brigham young and the
ph D diss bngham
bangham
brigham young university 1981
1981 second a close
twelve to mormon leadership 1830 1844 phd
114 23 reveals another
62 65 69 10 1 55114
reading of the relevant sections of the doctrine and covenants 52 57
57626569101
Rig dons missouri speeches can be viewed
view of the kingdom of god in early mormon thought even sidney rigdons
as mormon jeremiads
jeremi ads based on a consistent view of these revelations for example his salt sermon ought to be
101
10
5 13
more correctly interpreted in terms of
loi139 40 and 103 10 not just matt 513

for a lengthy discussion of this whole matter

2217or

3t7

626569101

dac

390

john taylor the mormon question being a speech by vice president schuyler coit
ax at salt lake city
colfax
coif
news 1870
bangham young
deseretnews
187088 see also the answer of ofbrigharn
and a reply thereto by john taylor salt lake city deseret
bngham
greeleys
greelegs
leys question regarding danites
to horace Gree
canites belonging to the church 1 I know of no such band no such
organization 1I hear of them only in the slanders of our enemies horace greeley an overland journey
new york tribune association 1860 182
21joumal
journal history I1 december 1838 in the letter rockwood copied into his record pratt says the
28 21john

apostates have sworn to murder and treason and almost everything against us which never entered our hearts to say
or do for joseph smiths comments contained in a letter to the church dated 16 december 1838 see dean C
jessee ed the personal writings of ofjoseph
joseph smith salt lake city deseret book co 1984 380
see rebecca foster cornwall and leonard J arrington perpetuation of a myth mormon danites
canites in
65 cornwall and arrington indicate 149
five western novels 1840 90 BYU studies 23 spring 1983 147
14765
fifty six novels had been printed in english that used the danite myth as part oftheir
that by 1900 at least nifty
of their story line
franklin richards to phineas richards 1 january 1839 yale university we are indebted to richard L
anderson for this reference
phineas richards to wealthy richards 7 january 1839 special collections harold B lee library
brigham young university provo hereafter cited as lee library
phineas richards to wealthy richards 21 january 1839 lee library
in addition to the material published here the rockwood papers at yale include a copy of the long letter
of 20 march 1839 sent to the church at quincy illinois by joseph smith hyrum smith lyman wight caleb
triai on charges growing out of the
baldwin and alexander mcrae from liberty jail where they were awaiting trial
122 and 123 of the
conflict of the previous year this letter contains material currently published as sections 121
121122
23 1 2 and a fifteen
doctrine and covenants also included is the text of a nineteen page sermon based on matt 231
9 12 it is not known if the texts for the sermons were for rockwood or his notes
page sermon based in part on zech 912

of someone elses
alses discourses
1838representjournal
represent journal entries rockwood
of6
ofa6 2 1 october 1838
ohe
the first part of manuscript 1 with the entries of
sent to sister vose the recipient could be ruth D vose b 26 february 1808 polly vose b 14 june 1780 or
mary vose samuel harrison
harrlson
hamson smith baptized mary in boston in 1832 manuscript 3 is addressed dear sister
36
manuscript 3 adds the following sentence at this point 1 I presume you have seen the letters I1 have
written to Ho
ofthem
of them
liston massachusetts I1 directedthem
directed them to fathera
father & requested him to let you have the reading efthem
coliston
holiston
31
Manuscript 3 reads our people in
m the place of the armies of israel
manuscript 3 substitutes mob for missourians
lans
ians
Missour
missounans
Galla tm daviess county on 6 august 1838
inis
imis
this was the election at gallatin
field herkimer county new york was a veteran of the
4olyman
solyman
lyman wight 1796 1858 a native of fairfield
fan nield
fau
war of 1812 hejoined
odthe
of the quorum of oftwelve
sejoined
he joined the latter day saints in 1830 and in 1841 became a member ofthe
twelve he
participated in the organization and march of zions camp in 1834 after the formation of caldwell county
mig
Mis
missouri
was elected colonel in the militia and received his commission signed by governor
soun wightwas
Wightwas
wight
govemorboggs
boggs jenson
LDS biographical encyclopedia 1193
93 96
41
see lesueur mormon war 65 69
42
Manuscript 3 substitutes smiled for laughed
43
lilburn W boggs 1792 1860 was a missouri state senator from 1826 32 and lieutenant governor
after 1832 he was elected governor in 1836 his anti mormon feelings are well known for more information on
him see joseph F gordon the political career of lilburn W boggs missouri historical review
52 january
SI
reviewsi
ph D diss university of Mis
1958 111
W boggs phd
lllburn
1958111
missouri
lilbumw
mls soun
iii
lii 22 joseph F gordon the life of governor lilburn
mormons following their expulsion from
mamott lilbum
1956 L dean marriott
liebum W boggs interaction with cormons
ph D diss brigham young university 1979 and monte B mclaws the attempted assassination
Mis
missouri
missoun
mls
soun phd
missour
of Mis
Misso
lllburn W boggs missouri historical review 60 october 1965 50 62
mls
massouris
missouris
souris
missouns
uns ex governor lilburn
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manuscript 3 reads beloved country
grandin books 1985
see lyndon W cook joseph smith and the law of consecration provo grandm
71 83

m missouri
the bishop in

at this time was edward partridge
manuscript 3 contains short time in the place of few days
this paragraph does not appear in manuscript 3
the remainder of this paragraph is not in manuscript 3
boan
5oan
an overall study of mormon land holding in missouri is wayne J lewis mormon land ownership
as a factor in evaluating the extent of mormon settlements and influence in missouri 1831 1841
1841 masters
thesis brigham young university 1981
this paragraph does not appear in manuscript 3
524
514
114
4 october 1838
13
seymour brunson 1799 1840 was a veteran of the war of 1812 he was converted to mormonism in
portage county ohio in 1831 lyndon W cook the revelations orthe
of the prophet joseph smith A historical and
1981 153
biographical commentary orthe
of the doctrine and covenants provo seventies book store 19811
the siege of dewitt began on I1 october 1838 for details see lesueur mormon war 101 11 and
gentry history of the latter day saints in northern missouri 194 211
cormons living at dewitt petitioned governor boggs on 22 september
smith humphery and other mormons
1838 to put a stop to all lawless proceeding after a hundred and fifty armed men on 20 september had threatened
3 82 83
to drive them from their homes joseph smith history of the church 382
this sentence does not appear in manuscript 3
tenement
Teni ment does not appear in
the previous material in this paragraph beginning with the word teniment

manuscript

3
1813
5813
scoggs
1813oggs
oggs
sboggs

mormons was obvious in his speeches as governor
denied this many times but his hatred of the cormons
cormons first settled there and it is possible his business
boggs was a merchant in jackson county when the mormons
suffered with the growing mormon economic presence
Atchi sons
two such officers were david R atchison and alexander W doniphan see anderson atchisons
atchisonn
letters and duchateau missouri colossus
this sentence is not in manuscript 3
the remainder of this entry is not in manuscript 3
12
orson hyde 1805 78 was bom
born in oxford new haven county connecticut he was a campbellite
pastor in ohio in 1831 when he joined the latter day saints at the time of his defection he was a member of the
quorum of twelve his testimony along with that of thomas B marsh was used against his fellow church men
at the richmond hearing in november 1838 john taylor later noted that hyde had been sick with a violent fever
and had not fully recovered at the time of his departure in june 1839 he returned to the church and was restored
1 80 82 the
3 167 68 jenson
to his former position smith history orthe
enson biographical encyclopedia 180
of the church 3167
21 october entry does not appear in manuscript 3
this entry is dated 29 october in manuscript 3 rockwood addressed the journal material from this date
to 19 november 1838 to his father luther rockwood in holliston massachusetts his mother ruth perry had
died in 1805 shortly after his birth
manuscript 3 contains the following addition inserted into the text at this point 1 I have kept a journal
of what has been in this vicinity & sent it to sister bose vose of boston up to this date and requested her to let
mofit
you have the reading ofit
of it which you have probably had before this 1I shall now continue to you the journal & request
you to let her have the reading of it
31 32
105 2631
6rockwood possibly refers to dac 10526
rockwood
Danites in
m manuscript 3
66dan
dan is written instead of danites
canites
7 18
dan 718
61
Alleg
sidney rigdon 1793 1876 was bom at st clair allegheny
hany county pennsylvania he had been a
alleghany
m the founding of the disciples of christ before he was converted to
baptist minister and was instrumental in
m 1830 at the time of the events in
m missouri rigdon was a member of the first presidency of
mormonism in
the church cook revelations 52 53

this sentence is not in manuscript

3

10after
after

Da
the word canites
danites
nites manuscript 3 adds brethren in parentheses
11
11untill
untill the judgments were upon them is not part of manuscript 3
m law jesse haven 1814 1905
woods twenty four year old brother in
rockwoods
this is probably A P Rock
73
probably elizabeth haven 1811 92 elder sister of jesse haven

corn field
manuscript 3 reads camp field instead of cornfield
maln cloud
manuscript 3 reads war cloud instead of main
761n
in manuscript 3 the remainder of this paragraph reads pumpkins & squashes are quite low
77
bayberry and pennyroyal are not included in manuscript 3
me remainder of this paragraph is omitted in manuscript 3
the
m manuscript 3 & we say to all the church make
the remainder of this paragraph reads as follows in
haste for zion must be willing to make great sacrafises & assist each other for the perplexities of the nations has
commence
commenceddJ the quicker you can come the betters
better even now the brethren have been threatened on their way to
betterj
bette
deatha
death some have been stopt
this place with instant deathj
stept on the road & the mob have sunk 1I ferry boat to prevent the
crossin
saints from crossings
crossingj
crossinggJ see doc & covenants page 128 sec 15
74

rJ
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1991 edition
1981
m the current igli
section 45 in
mormon war
81those
and nathan pinkham jr lesueur
lesueurmormon
those captured were william seeley addison green andnathan

101835 edition 128
801835

134

this encounter took place

at the ford on crooked

river about ten miles south of far west

in

ray

county missouri
81david wyman patten was bom in vermont in 1799 hejoined
david
sejoined
he joined the latter day saints in indiana in 1832
at the time ofhis
the home of ofstephen
of
ochis
azember odthe
the quorum of oftwelve
of his death afterbeing
ofthe
member
therome
after being shot he died at thehome
twelve atthe
stephen
he was a amember
winchester three miles from far west cook revelations 226
84the prisoner was wyatt cravens who was released as the mormon troops returned to far west soon

after his release he was mysteriously shot and wounded lesueur mormon war 141
cormons were killed at crooked river david patten gideon carter and patrick obanion a
three mormons
young man of eighteen
16
16manuscript
manuscript 3 indicates the burning took place two miles from far west in another direction
87 87william
william seeley was the wounded man manuscript 3 says he was badly wounded in the shoulder
44
addison greene 1819 92 son of john P greene 1793
17934
19 patrick
obanion
gideon carter was bom
born at killingworth connecticut in 1798 he was baptized by joseph smith at
orange ohio in 1831 cook revelations 154
kinton middlesex county massachusetts A brother of
hopkinson
joseph young 1797 1881 was bom in Hop
hopkinton
a witness ofthehauns
he was awitness
of the hauns
brigham young he was president of the seventies during the missouri difficulties hewas
helas
2811
mill massacre on 30 october 1838 cook revelations 28
91for
LeSueur Mormon war 137 42
lesueutmormon
for a recent reconstructed account of the battle at crooked river see lesueurmormon
13
samuel bogart a methodist minister was the leader of the ray county militia company that confronted
cormons at crooked river
the mormons
94at
at this point manuscript 3 adds at the approach of the brethren
95
95manuscript
manuscript 3 prefaces this sentence with after the brethren were down the bank and following the
sentence adds the contradiction this was before the brethren jumped down the bank
16 16according
ians
lans had only one man killed and six wounded lesueur mormon
missourians
missounans
according to lesueur the Missour

war

143

seen with their armour about them bold
you may ask if the prophet goes out with the saints to battle
battled 1I answer he is a
battle7
to defend their masters cause
battie
prophet to go before the people as in times of old & if you wish to know what sword he carries just turn to the
book of mormon & see the sword that nephi took from laban when he slew him you there will see what he has
got
911ine
981
jacob 1 10
ne 49
5 14jacobl
W ofm 13
moslah 1 16 contain references to the sword oflaban
2 ne 514
of laban
13andmosiah
and mosiah
lowofm
492ne
this force was led by samuel D lucas major general in command of the fourth division of missouri
militia with headquarters at independence jackson county an account of the confrontation at far west and its
outcome is in lesueur mormon war 157 94
101
loo
manuscript 3 reads my family for the family
101at
at this point manuscript 3 contains this addition we came to this determination in honor to our
U S which gives unto every man the rightful
beloved country & in consideration of the constitution of the US
po session of his own property which we had been deprived of 3 times previous & now being under the
possession
posession
jackson co in 1833
odthe
the govonor who was one ofthe
of the characters in driveing us out of ofjackson
userpation ofthe
odthe
of
usurpation
extermination userpation
98
48
for the early LDS position on going out unto battle see dac 9823
101the
the attack of appears here in manuscript 3
103
parley P pratt 1807 57 was born
bom at burlington otsego county new york he participated in the
march of
ofzions
zions camp in 1834 and was named to the quorum of twelve the following year he had been present
in the battle at crooked river on 25 october cook revelations 45 47
104
loa
ioa george
104george W robinson 1814 78 was bom at pawlet
dawlet rutland county vermont he married athalia
the eldest daughter of sidney rigdon he had been appointed general church recorder in april 1838 jenson
252 53
biographical encyclopedia 11252
10
there is a discrepancy regarding the surrender of the mormon leaders at far west and the question of
george hinkles treachery see lesueur mormon war 168 77 gentry history of the latter day saints in
northern missouri 342 45 five days after his surrender joseph smith wrote his wife colonel hinkie
hinkle proved
decayed us unawares
to be a traitor to the church he is worse than a hull who betrayed the army at detroit he decoyed
joseph smith to emma smith 4 november 1838 RLDS church archives independence mo lyman wight
later wrote there ware several propositions made by the different sides on 31 october 1838 he added a little
before sunset hinkle
hinkie had managed for the pitiful sum of 600 to sell the following named persons into the
enemys camp joseph smith sidney rigdon george W robison and myself wight to wilford woodruff
24 august 1857 in a letter to W W phelps in
m 1844 hinkie
hinkle strongly denied that he betrayed the heads of the
hinkle to
church into the hands of the military authorities of missouri and that too for a large sum of money hinkie
phelps journal history 14 august 1844
under the date of 27 october 1838 governor lilbum
liebum boggs had issued his now famous order to
general john B clark
dark
oark the commander of the state militia at far west which contains the statement the
energies
mormons must be treated as enernies
cormons
nies and must be exterminated or driven from the state if necessary for the public
ener
enemies
peace their outrages are beyond all description see documents 611
97

between this point and the word laban manuscript

3 reads

lne

238

457
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following the surrender at far west joseph smith and other church leaders were taken to general
lucass jackson county militia headquarters at independence
118 118george
george S richards bom 8 january 1823 in richmond berkshire county massachusetts
119in
in manuscript 3 rockwood says joseph young arrived in far west from hauns mill today that is
2 november
john B clark was bom in kentucky in 1802 he moved to howard county missouri in 1818 in 1832
m the black hawk war in 1849 he was elected to the missouri state legislature and in 1854 began three
he fought in
U S congress he was a confederate brigadier general during the civil war national historical
terms in the US
co comp history of howard and chariton
charlton counties missouri st louis national historical co 1883
chanton
252 53

manuscript 3 inserts the faith at this point
112 112thomas
thomas B marsh 1799 1866 was bom in acton middlesex county massachusetts after his
baptism by david whitmer in 1830 he became president of the quorum of twelve in 1835 he left the church
in 1838 but later returned in 1857 cook revelations 42 43
113
jared carter 1801 50 was bom in benson rutland county vermont he was residing in chenango
Che nango
broome county new york when baptized by hyrum smith in 1831 cook revelations 73 74
114
makemg
makeing in all 30000 men to
at this point manuscript 3 inserts warning to come against us mareing
come
shortly after arriving in independence joseph smith wrote to his wife that they arrived here in the
midst of a splendid parade a little after noon instead of going to jail we have a good house provided for us and
the kindest treatment joseph smith to emma smith 4 november 1838 RLDS church archives
ilg
116
technically they had not been charged with anything yet the court of inquiry or preliminary hearing
took place in richmond between 12 and 29 november at the conclusion joseph smith lyman wight hyrum
smith alexander mcrae caleb baldwin and sidney rigdon were charged with overt acts of treason in daviess
and caldwell counties and parley P pratt and four others with murder in ray county the treason charge came
in consequence of the mormon militia operating against other state militia units in upper missouri the murder
charge grew out of the killing of moses rowland in the crooked river fight lesueurmormon
LeSueur Mormon war 196 218
lesueurmornon
117
this paragraph is not included in manuscript 3
118
118possibly
born in 1792 in Fra mingham middlesex county massachusetts
possibly newel nurse bom
Rock woods father in law john haven 1774 1853
rockwoods
120a
torm
m this paragraph
A comer at the top of page 25 in this manuscript is tomm
torn
tom away the bracketed words in
are a reconstruction of the missing portion using the text of manuscript 3 where possible
121the
the previous part of this paragraph is not included in manuscript 3
this paragraph is not included in manuscript 3
121the
the remainder of this paragraph is not in manuscript 3
121
124
see the account in lesueur mormon war 83 89
12171he
the church at holliston massachusetts
12171
12171his
this
his would be after 29 november 1838 the day the richmond court of inquiry ended
127see
11224 26
seed&c
dac
128
128rockwood
rockwood here and elsewhere views the missouri experience in millennial
millennia terms william W phelps
hinted strongly that the second coming of christ would soon occur see for examplethe
example the evening and the
4 Rock
6 and 1 january 1833
morning star I1 september 1832 61
woods understanding of what his people
rockwoods
are experiencing is colored by his own millennial expectations rockwoods
Rock woods concern for the church at holliston
is in part the outgrowth of the special blessing given him by brigham young on 6 august 1837 at the same time
he ordained him an elder see journal history 6 august 1837

see

88 84
dac 8884

91

the material in braces is a lengthy insertion at this point inm manuscript
11othe

3

december has been changed to 2 december which corresponds with sunday in december of 1838
13227
27 november 1838
1113
1313
3

113ne
in manuscript 3
the parenthetical statement is not in
134 134lesueur
lesueur rightly points out that the proceedings in richmond did not constitute a trial but rather a
court of inquiry most writers on this subject have not made the distinction see lesueur mormon war
195 218

joseph smith hyrum smith sidney rigdon lyman wight alexander mcrae and caleb baldwin
were imprisoned at the jail in liberty clay county missouri and parley P pratt and others were confined at
richmond ray county to await trial the following march see arrington church leaders in liberty jail
jessee walls grates and Sc reeking iron doors
116manuseript 3 reads people in the place of wicked
manuscript
137
117
117manuscript
manuscript 3 reads whether instead of where
135

manuscript 3 rockwood adds the following at this point br wase & wife have been some shaken
m the faith but have now an understanding of the things of the kingdom clearly that this has come upon us in
in
fulfillment
fulfilment of prophesy therefore have been confirmed and begin to learn for themselves that tribulation is the lot
of the saints & must of necessity be so else we shall not be made perfect through sufferings bro jesse haven
remains firm and desirous to return east for the sole purpose of helping his friends up to zion knowing the
m the states & it will be through great tribulation that the saints can get up &
judgements
Judge ments will soon be abroad in
many will perrish by the way
1181n
in
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nhe
the

Rock woods narrative it is probable that
letter by parley P pratt fits chronologically into rockwoods
rockwood simply copied it and the accompanying poem from a pratt family member parleys wife mary ann
and their children lived in far west at this time the content of this letter is similar to another written on the same
day to aaron and susan frost parleys wifes
cifes parents who lived in bethel maine
1400liver
1400
oliver
ilver cowdery 1806 50 was bom at wells rutland county vermont he was a witness of
liver
foundation events of mormonism including the book of mormon and priesthood restoration although he left the
m 1838 he returned in 1848 cookrevelations
Cook Revelations 14 chaps 3 and 4 of richard L anderson
investigating
andetsoninvestigating
codkrevelations
church in
the book ofmormon
of mormon witnesses salt lake city deseret book co 1980
14
14david whitmer 1805 88 was bom near harrisburg
Hams burg dauphin county pennsylvania he was one of
david
the three witnesses to the book of mormon and became president of the church in missouri in 1834 whitmer
left the church in 1838 and never returned cook revelations 24 25 chaps 5 and 6 of anderson investigating
john con
lii was bom in
iii
ill
m worcester county massachusetts in 1794 he was a counselor to bishop
corrill
conill
edward partridge from 1831 37 in 1838 he was elected to the missouri legislature from caldwell county and
appointed to ante
wnte and keep the church history comll
church history ina briefilistory
corrill
write
brief history
coall published an account of ofchurch
por
with the reasons ofthe
odthe
of the author
of the church
for leaving the church st louis privately printed 1839 see
orthe
authorfor
1 241 42
jenson biographical encyclopedia 1241
143 george
143george M hinkle 1802 61
6 1 was bom in kentucky at the time of the surrender at far west hinkle
was the commanding officer of the mormon forces there S J hinkle A biographical sketch of G M hinkle
journal of ofhistory
history 8 october 1920 444 53
144 warren
144warren A cowdery 1788 1851
born in poultney vermont
1851 an elder brother of oliver cowdery was bom

cook revelations 214 15
145
141 samson
avard was bom in 1800 at st peters isle of guernsey england awards
avards testimony at the
november 1838 richmond hearing played an important role in the charges that imprisoned joseph smith to await
trial documents 9097 108 avard was prior to his conversion to mormonism in 1835 a campbellite preacher
see letter of orson pratt 18 november 1835 inlds
2 november 1835 223 24 see
in LDS messenger and advocate 1
ields
also orson pratt journal november 1835 MS in LDS church archives
146
manuscript 3 reads foes are instead of jesus
147the
the remaining text within braces is from manuscript 3

summary of the initial reception of the exiled saints by citizens of illinois is in kenneth W godfrey
ph D diss brigham young
causes of mormon
ofmormon non mormon conflict in hancock county illinois 1839 1846 phd
university 1967 15 25
141the
whe
oark to members of the church assembled on
dark
the following speech was delivered by general john B clark
the public square at far west missouri on 5 november 1838 the speech was copied into eliza R snows
BYU studies 13 summer 1973 5489
548 49 see also carol Y williams ed
22 february 1839 letter as published in byustudies
conditions prior to the missouri exodus A
eliza R snow the carpenter reflections on mormon life
aletterbyelizar
letter by eilza
cormons in john taylor A short account of the
I1 spring 1970 41 50 the speech was first published by the mormons
Ro
robberies
roberies
benes
murders Rob
robenes
eries burnings thefts and other outrages committed by the mob and militia of the state of
erles
N p 1839
ill np
lii
iii
missouri upon the latter day saints springfield 111
15this
this part of the settlement was later ruled illegal
148a
A

ap
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